Mor®  than  900  hours  of  stitchery  went  into  the  latch  hook  work  that  hangs  in  Sallis  Baptist  Church’s 
fellowship  hall  depicting  "The  Last  Supper."  The  project  was  presented  to  the  church  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Ernie  Mae  Buford  of  Pickens,  mother  of  Tommy  Buford,  a  Sallis  deacon.  The  hanging  is  six  and 


one  half  feet  by  ten  feet.  Members  of  the  Young  at  Heart  club  who  W)rked  on  the  project  are  Elsie 
Allen,  Estelle  Abies,  Grace  M.  Hughes,  Virginia  Robertson,  Grace  S.  Hughes,  and  Mae  Allen.  Assisting 
with  the  work  was  Mary  Rimmer.  Rick  Nauck  is  pastor  (Tim  Nicholas  photo) 


laptiat  miracle  story  for  doctor 
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Worldwide  decline  reported 
in  urban  Christian  strength 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The 
population  explosion  has  "complete¬ 
ly  outstripped"  evangelism  in  the 
world’s  urban  areas,  says  missions 
researcher  David  Barrett. 

Barrett  is  the  author  of  “World- 
Class  Cities  and  World  Evangeliza¬ 
tion,”  a  pioneering  study  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  in  cities  with  more  tlujn  one  million 
people  The  study  recently  was  releas¬ 
ed  by  New  Hope  a  publishing  arm  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union. 

A  30-year  Anglican  missionary  and 
researcher,  Barrett  has  been  based  in 
Kenya  during  much  of  his  career  but 
now  is  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Fbreign 
Mission  Board  under  a  three-year 
contract. 

Christianity  in  urban  areas  has 
"suffered  a  marked  and  progressive 
decline  throughout  this  century,”  he 
says.  (Jhurches  a're  “fast  losing  the 
battle  for  the  cities.” 

For  example,  17  of  the  world’s  25 
largest  cities  will  be  non-Christian  by 
the  year  2000,  just  L4  years  from  now, 
Barrett  sa3rs.  Nearly  ail  17  are 
strongholds  of  Islam,  Hinduism  or 
other  non-Christian  beliefs,  and  many 
are  “hostile  to  Christian  missions.” 

“There  must  be  500  big  cities  where 
there  are  either  no  Christians  or  no 
Christian  activities,  no  churches,” 
Barrett  estimates. 

“Cities  are  the  great  pbemnnenon  of 
the  1710x1  World  and  the  20th  century,” 
he  says.  “The  Third  World  is  largely 
non-Qnistian ;  therefore,  its  cities  are 
going  to  be  largely  non-Christian. 

"  The  world’s  urban  areas  are  grow¬ 
ing  by  more  than  80,000  non-Christians 


By  Art  Toalston 

a  day,  counting  births  minus  deaths 
and  the  inflex  of  people  from  rural 
areas,  Barrett  says. 

diristians  accounted  for  69  percent 
of  the  world’s  urban  population  in 
1900;  today,, they  total  only  46  percent, 
he  reports.  By  2050,  he  estimates  they 
will  represent  just  38  percent. 

Three  Islamic  cities  will  join  the  top 
25  by  the  year  2000  —  Karachi, 
Pakistan;  Baghdad,  Iraq;  and  Dhaka. 
Bangladesh,  each  growing  to  more 
than  11  million  people,  according  to 
United  Nations  statistics  used  by 
Barrett. 

Four  other  Islamic  cities  already 
among  the  top  25  will  continue  to 
mushroom  —  C^iro/Giza/Imbaba, 
from  8.5  million  in  1985  to  13.2 
million  in  2000;  Jakarta,  Indonesia, 
from  7.9  million  to  12.8  million; 
Ibhran,  Iran,  i2  million  to  12.7  million 
and  Istanbul,  ’IXirkey,  from  6.6  million 
to  11.9  million. 

Two  Chinese  and  three  Indian  cities 
likewise  will  remain  on  the  list  — 
Shanghai  and  Beijing,  each  with  more 
than  10  million  people  and  millions 
more  in  adjacent  url»n  areas  by  2000, 
and  greater  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and 
Delhi,  with  populations  ranging  from 
Bombay’k  16.3  million  people  to 
Delhi’k  13.3  million. 

'Mexico  (Sty,  with  an  estimated  26.3 
million  people,  will  become  the 
world’s  largest  city  in  2000,  replacing 
Ibkyo/Yokohama  and  its  estimated 
17.1  million  people  by  that  year. 

In  the  United  Stat^  (Siicago  will 
drop  off  the  top-25  list.  New  York  Q- 
ty/Northeast  New  Jersey  will  fall 


from  third  to  fifth;  Los  Angeles/Long 
Beach  from  seventh  to  15th. 

By  2050,  New  York  no  longer  will  be 
among  the  25  largest  cities. 

In  Africa  at  large,  the  population  ex¬ 
plosion  is  bolstering  dunstianity,  Bar¬ 
rett  says.  (Tiurches  are  growing  by  six 
million  people  a  year,  and  two-thirds 
of  them  are  from  (Christian  families. 

Art  Tbalston  writes  for  th^  Foreign 
Mission  Board- 


EKU,  Nigeria  (BP)  —  Tim 
McCall  knew  he  was  going  to  be 
crushed  to  death. 

McCall,  a  Southern  Baptist  hiis- 
sionary  doctor,  recalling  working 
in  hospital  emergency  rooms  in  the 
United  States  and  seeing  other  vic¬ 
tims  who  had  been  fatally  injured 
when  tractors  they  were  working 
on  "stood  straight  up  in  the  air  on 
(their)  back  wheels.” 

As  he  was  thrown  to  the  ground 
and  the  tractor  fell  backward,  he 
thought,  "I  sure  hate  to  leave  my 
wife  and  three  children,  but  God. 
I’m  ready  to  die  if  it  is  your  will." 

The  physician,  who  is  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  had  been 
rebuilding  a  landing  at  the  Ethiop> 
River,  which  runs  behind  the  Eku 
Baptist  Hospital  in  Nigeria.  He 
was  trying  to  pull  up  a  palm  tree 
stump  when  the  tractor  went  out  of 
control. 


“You  also  were  with  Jesus  the  Galilean”  (Matt.  26:69). 

Peter,  the  denier 

Half-hidden  in  the  shadows  by  the  fire. 

The  cloak  concealing  not  his  powerful  frame. 

The  rugged  face  with  eyes  of  fear  betraying 
That  someone  there  might  know  and  call  his  name. 

The  noisy  crowd  weaves  in  and  out  the  courtyard. 

With  heavy  dark  excitement  in  each  voice. 

They  babble  on  about  the  single  happening; 

A  trial  of  One,  a  matter  to  rejoice? 

A  passing  sen'ant  girl  was  first  to  notice. 

“You’re,  one  of  them,”  she  pointed  where  he  stood. 

“You  are  mistaken,  lass,”  be  roughly  shouted. 

He  backs  into  the  night,  aijjuste  his  hood. 

Upon  the  porch  a  second  maid  approaches, 

“This  man  was  with  him.”  “No,  you’re  wrong.”  he  said. 
And  later  came  a  third  who  would  expose  him, 

“I  know  you’re  one  of  them  —  you’re  good  as  dead!” 
Deep  raging  storms  of  fear  and  dread  erupting 
As  molten  curses  leap  fitmi  his  throat. 

“I  never  knew  the  Man,”  he’s  loudly  swearing; 

A  rooster  crows,  then  he  recalls  the  quote. 

“Three  times  you  will  deny  me,”  said  his  Master; 

In  bitter  haste  the  weeping  man  does  flee 
'Though  Peter’s  tragic  failure  is  my  history, 
^OUTHIl^^tof're  one  of.  (o«n,”  “You  were  with  him,”  be  me? 

F.  CJrowe 


But  when  the  tractor  smashed  to 
the  ground  on  top  of  him.  he  felt  in¬ 
tense  pain  only  in  his  left  leg 

His  relief  was  only  momentary, 
though,  as  fuel  and  oil  began  spill 
ing  out.  "I  feared  I  would  burn,  to 
death,  a  much  worse  death,  in  my 
opinon,  than  being  crushed.” 

McCall  tried  to  turn  the  engine 
off  but  couldn't. 

“Then  it  happened  ...  an 
unbelievable  peace  . . .  that  God 
was  going  to  spare  my  life  because 
people  all  over  the  world  had  been 
holding  me  up  in  prayer,  some  call¬ 
ing  my  name  specifically  and 
others  just  saying.  'Bless  the  mis¬ 
sionaries 

Within  minutes,  hospital  jserson- 
nel  were  at  tne  site.  .As  they 
struggled  to  move  the  heavy  trac¬ 
tor.  McCall  began  thinking  that  his 
leg  would  have  to  be  amputated, 
"but  I  began  thanking  G<^  for  at 
least  sparing  my  life.  In  the  next 
instant,  the  tremendously  heavy 
tractor  went  straight  up  in  the  air. 
and  1  was  pulled  free.” 

In  the  X-ray  room  came  news  of 
a  miracle.  The  muscles  and  some 
blood  vessels  in  his  leg  bad  been 
crushed,  but  no  bones  had  been 
broken.  Nor  were  there  any  lacera¬ 
tions  needing  sutures. 

With  an  inward  peace  that 
"nothing  happens  to  a  Christian 
that  is  not  'Father-filtered;’  ” 
McCall  began  to  ask  God  “to  show 
me  how  he  was  going  tp  use  this  ac¬ 
cident  to  glorify  his  name  among 
Nigerians.” 

News  of  more  miracles  came 
Among  his  many  visitors  in  the 
hospital  was  a  Nigerian  who  said 
a  number  of  his  friends  began  to 
behei'e  in  ’Our  God”  after  hearing 
how  McCall  had  been  spared. 

•'Pray  that  these  doors  God  has 
opened  will  lead  many  to  a  per¬ 
sonal  encounter  with  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.”  urged  the  physician 

McCall  was  released  from  the 
hospital  after  four  days,  and  be  an- 
ticipatK  a  full  recovery  after 
j^nwciltherapy; 


'WOW  UWN  THf  FIWT  DAV  OF  THE  WEEICVPBV  EA?LV  IN  THE  AA0RN(N6,THEV  CAME 
UNTO  the  6ePUACHBE._  AND  THEY  FOUND  THE  6T0NE  TOLLED  A)WAY».  AND  THEY 
ENTERED  \H,  AND  FOUND  NOT  THE  BODY  OFTHF  LORO  JE5U5.’  — 


The  physician.  Luke,  had  a  wonder¬ 
ful  way  of  telling  of  the  events  in  the 
life  of  Jesus.  His  account  of  the  birth 
of  Jesus  is  the  one  that  is  always  read 
at  Christmas.  Also  his  account  of  the 
ascension  is  a  beautiful  expression. 

Luke’s  description  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  also  is  a  very  graphic  one,  and  it 
is  found  in  the  24th  chapter  of  his 
gospel. 

“But  on  the  first  day  of  the  week” 
he  wrote,  “at  early  dawn,  they  came 
to  the  tomb,  bringing  the  spices  which 
they  had  prepared. 

“And  they  found  the  stone  rolled 
away  from  the  tomb.” 

The  beautiful  account  is  climaxed 
in  the  third  verse  when  he  says,  “but 
when  they  entered  they  did  not  find 
the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus.” 

Call  it  Easter  or  the  resurrection, 
this  is  the  story  in  a  nutshell.  He  was 


gone.  He  had  risen,  as  he  had  insisted  alive  forever  more.  And  because  he 
that  he  would.  lives,  we  who  are  counted  among  his 

Luke  continues  his  narrative  by  followers  will  live  forever  also. This  is 
detailing,  “And  it  happened  that  while  message  of  the  resurrection, 
they  were  perplexed  about  this,  message  is  flawless.  There  are 

behold,  two  men  suddenly  stood  near  problems,  however;  and  they  come 
them  in  dazzling  apparel;  with  the  attempts,  or  lack  thereof,  to 

.....  .  .,.  .  disseminate  the  message 

and  as  the  women  were  terrified  „  ,  •  .  ®  *•  j  . 

j  u  j  *1-  •  r  *  .1-  j  If  we  could  have  continued  to 

and  bowed  their  faces  to  the  ground,  ^  ^  message  with  the  en- 

the  men  said  to  them,  ‘Why  do  you  ^ 

seek  the  living  One  among  the  dead’  exhibited  by  those 

“ ‘H^  is  not  here,  but  hi  hi  risen.  ‘ 

Remember  how  he  spoke  to  you  while  ^ 

“saying  that  t£  of  Man  must  be  /"P;**®**®" 

delivered  into  the  hands  of  sinful  men.  ‘J.?"  T 

and  be  crucified,  and  the  third  day  T 

riseagain*^’  *  We  won’t  get  it  all  done  during  the 

®  ■  Good  News  America  simultaneous 

“And  they  remembered  his  words.”  revival  campaigns.  But  this  will  be  a 
Certainly  the  place  of  the  dead  is  good  time  to  get  started  doing  the  best 
not  the  place  to  look  for  Jesus.  He  is  we  can. 


Guest  opinion 


The  Easter  bandwagon 


By  Gary  Knapp 


Blaster  is  the  old  English  adaptation  the  festival  of  a  pagan  goddess  and  a  local  Methodist  minister  who 
of  the  pagan  name.  “Eastre”  (or 
“Eostre”),  which  was  the  name  of  a 

'Ibutonic  fertility  goddess,  the  goddess  popular  as  a  name,  the  day  was  known 
of  spring  and  dawn.  The  original 
name  for  Easter  was  Pascha.  a 
Hebrew  word  for  Passover.  The  death  tion 
and  resurrection  of  our  Lord  con¬ 
stituted  a  new  passover  tor  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God.  a  deliverance  from  the  century,  the  church  disagreed  about 
slavery  of  sin  and  death.  Christian 

Easter,  then,  is  a  transformation  of  settled  by  the  Council  of  Nicea  in  A.D. 

j  325.  The  date  depends  on  the  date  of  peared  at  the  Pearly  Gates  and  ask 

the  Jewish  Passover.  Consequently,  it  ed  St.  Peter  for  entrance.  St.  Peter 
rests  on  a  lunar,  rather  than  a  solar  quizzed  him,  “What  is  Easter?”  The 
calculation  since  the  Jewish  calendar  Catholic  replied,  “Oh,  that  is  the  day 
is  based  on  the  moon.  some  fellow  discovered  America,  isn’t 

Easter  Day  is  always  the  Sunday  it?”  “No,  that  is  incorrect;  you  will 
after  the  full  moon  that  occurs  on  or  have  to  go  below,”  said  Peter.  Next 
after  the  spring  equinox  on  March  21.  came  a  Methodist  asking  to  enter 
It  cannot  be  earlier  than  March  22  or  heaven.  Again  St.  Peter  inquired, 
later  than  April  25.  “What  is  Blaster? 

The  commercialization  of  Buster  is  replied, 
a  great  concern  to  me.  Secular  socie-  jolly  man  with  a  bag  of  toys 
ty  has  definitely  made  its  impact,  around. 


a  Baptist  came  and  he  almost  made  ^  ^ 

it.  When  Peter  asked  him,  “What  is  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Non-profit 

Blaster?”  he  said,  “Easter?  Isn’t  that  mailers  —  including  state  Baptist 

newspapers  and  some  church 
newsletters  —  experienced  an  addi¬ 
tional  postal  rate  increase  of  approx- 
looked  out  ani^saw  his  shadow^  then  imately  seven  percent  as  of  March  9, 
went  back  inside  for  six  more  weeks  t^he  U.S.  Postal  Service  board  of 
of  winter?”  governors  has  announced. 

With  or  without  the  truth,  the  world  This  additional  rtKe  increase 

follows  closely  behind  an  increase 
that  took  effect  Jan.  1  for  non-profit 
mailers.  The  governors  pointed  to  a 


was 

also  the  transformation  of  the  Jewish  utilizing  an  empty  egg  shell  for  an  ob- 
Passover.  Before  Easter  became  ject  lesson  on  the  resurrection  ac¬ 
count.  Dramatically  he  broke  the  the  story  about  the  man  who  died,  was 
as  “The  Lord’s  Day  of  Resurrection,”  empty  shell  and  inquired  of  the  buried,  and  on  the  third  day  came 
and  “Paschal  Day  of  the  Resurrec-  children  “and  what  did  they  find  in  the  alive,  rolled  the  stone  from  his  grave, 

tomb  on  Easter  morning?”  One 
Its  date  is  still  a  matter  of  dispute,  resourceful  child  replied,  “Easter 
As  early  as  the  middle  of  the  second  eggs!” 

Sometimes  even  Christians  are  ig- 

the  date.  The  issue  was  supposedly  norant  of  the  facts  of  Blaster.  The  story  has  jumped  on  the  Blaster  bandwagon. 

"  is  told  of  a  Roman  Catholic  who  ap-  In  1980,  we  spent  nearly  $90  million  on 
'  '  ~  ‘  Easter  cards ;  $550  million  on  Blaster 

candy;  $1  billion  on  Easter  clothes;  last-minute  reduction  in  postal  sub- 
and  an  undetermined  amount  of  sidy  appropriations  approved  by  con- 
money  on  Blaster  toys,  and  the  Blaster  gress  and  signed  by  President 
bunny.  Don’t  misunderstand  me.  I’m  Reagan  as  the  major  reason  for  the 
not  against  the  Easter  bunny,  but  you  additional  increase, 
have  to  admit,  he  is  a  poor  substitute  December,  the  board  of  gover- 
for  resurrection.  A  rabbit  that  lays  nors  approved  the  ihitial  increase  of 

eggs— think  of  it!  If  people  really  about  30  percent.  That  increase, 

The  Methodist  believe  that,  surely  we’ll  have  no  pro-  however,  was  based  on  the  governors’ 

‘Oh,  that’s  the  day  that  fat,  blem  at  all  convincing  them  about  an  assumption  that  the  Postal  Service 
comes  empty  tomb!  would  receive  $820  million  in  federal 

No,  that  is  incorrect,”  said  Gary  Knapp  is  pastor  of  Griffith  funds  to  subsidize  non-profit  mailing 

Last  year  after  Easter  I  heard  about  Peter.  “You  can’t  come  inside.”  Then  Memorial  Church,  Jackson.  rates  during  1986. 

Following  that  decision,  however, 
the  president  vetoed  the  bill  that  con¬ 
tained  the  $820  million  figure  and  in¬ 
stead  signed  a  substitute  measure 
that  contained  only  $748  million.  'Hiat 
final  figure  fell  $233  million  short  of 
what  the  Postal  Service  said  it  need¬ 
ed  to  maintain  the  1985  level  of  sub¬ 
sidized  rates. 

first  aid  center  will  be  next  door.  Also  affecting  the  overall  postal 
'The  center  will  be  open  30  minutes  '"^t®  Picture  is  the  implementation  of 
before  the  music  starts  at  each  ses-  ®  budget-balancing  act  —  the 
sion  and  close  30  minutes  after  each  “Gramm-Rudman-Hollings  plan.” 
session  adjourns.  A  fee  of  $5  per  child  That  measure  further  reduced  the 
per  session  will  be  charged,  with  max-  non-profit  subsidy  by  about  $24 
imum  charge  of  $2S  for  the  full  three  *niRion-  ^  -r: 
days.  Kathy  Palen  writes  '  for  the 

Parents  wanting  child  care  for  their  Washington  Bureau  of  Baptist  Press, 
children  must  make  reservations  by 
May  1,  giving  names  and'a^  of 

children  needing  care.  Write  to  SBC  At  every  believer's  grave  there 
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w  I  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  meeting  at  Broadmoor  Church.  Jackson, 

w  1  Marches,  re-elected  Wilda  (Mrs  James)  Fancher.  Monticello  (second  from  right). 

J  as  president:  re-elected  Sue  Tatum.  Yazoo  City,  right,  as  vice  president;  re-elected 

B ^  >^ane  (Mrs  James)  Burns.  Tupelo,  as  associate  recording  secretary  (second  from  left): 

olocted  Stuart  (Mrs.  Bob)  Calvert,  left,  Ashland,  as  recording  secretary 

Horn  Lake  Baptist  Women  arrived  together  1n  a  church  van  for  the  WMU  annual  meeting  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson.  ^  ^  Pa9®  1^) 


5Uj^  lapttHt  E^rori 


Personnel  needs  loom 
in  Middle  East  missions 


Bv  .Art  Toalston 


^The  cornerstone  of  missions 
is  you,’  speaker  tells  WMU 


“Cornerstones”  was  the  theme  of 
the  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
'  Union  annual  meeting,  held  March  17 
and  18  at  Broadmoor  Church. 
Jackson.  “The  cornerstone  of  mis¬ 
sions  is  you,"  said  Mike  Elliott,  home 
missionary,  Louisville.  Ky.  “You  are 
the  salt  of  the  earth.  You  are  the  light 
of  the  world.”  He  quoted  from  Mat¬ 
thew  5.  “And  you  can’t  love  God  and 
not  get  involved  in  other  people’s 
lives.” 

Women  packed  the  Broadmoor 
sanctuary,  from  front  row  to  the  top 
of  the  balcony,  from  the  first  session 
to  the  last.  They  came  from  Horn 
Lake  and  Gulfport,  from  Meridian 
and  Vicksburg,  from  Natchez  and 
Tupelo,  and  many  points  between. 

They  heard  addresses  on  home  and 
foreign  missions,  honored  parents  of 
missionaries,  and  recognize<j 
distinguished  WMUs.  They  elected  a 
new  recording  secretary,  and  gave  an 
offering  of  $1,466.85  designated  for  the 
Marjean  Patterson  Mississippi  Porch 
in  the  WMU,  SBC  headquarters 
building  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Their 
attention  was  drawn  to  hunger  needs 
in  America,  including  Mississippi. 

’Wilda  Fancher,  president  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  set  a  graphic  example  for  the 
cause  of  world  hunger  —  one  that 
women  es{>ecially  would  find  easy  to 
remember.  She  wore  the  same  two  red 
dresses  that  she  wore  last  year  to  the 
WMU  annual  meeting  in  'Ilipela  After 
drawing  attention  to  this  fact  several 
times,  she  told  why.  She  planned  to 
give  the  money  she  would  have  spent 
for  two  new  dresses  to 'World  hunger. 
In  doing  this,  she  safd,  “I  hope  that 
each  of  you  will  at  some  time  during 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

the  coming  year  forego  buying 
something  really  special  to  you,  in 
order  to  give  the  price  of  it  instead  to 
world  hunger.” 

Mrs.  Fancher,  wife  of  James  Fan¬ 
cher,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Mon- 
ticello,  was  re-elected  state  WMU 
president.  Other  officers  re-elected 
are  Sue  Thtum,  Yazoo  City,  \ice  presi¬ 
dent,  and  Mrs.  James  Burns.*Tupelo. 
associate  recording  secretary.  Stuart 
(Mrs.  Bob)  Calvert,  Ashland,  was 
elected  recording  secretary  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Mrs.  Jerry  Brunt  of  Corinth,  who 
moved  out  of  state.  Mrs.  Calvert’s  hus¬ 
band  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
.Ashland. 

This  annual  meeting,  held  shortly 
before  Easter  and  in  the  same  month 
as  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  placed  the  spotlight  on  home 
missions.  Bobbie  Sorrill,  associate  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  WMU,  SBC,  and 
author  of  Annie  Armstrong;  Dreamer 
in  Action,  spoke  at  each  session,  giv¬ 
ing  her  audience  a  look  at  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  and  their  inheritance  from  her. 

“Hunger  in  America?”  Nathan 
Porter,  domestic  hunger  consultant. 
Home  Mission  Board,  asserted  that 
yes  indeed  there  is.  In  Mississippi, 
since  January,  Porter  said,  five 
associations  have  received  and 
distributed  hunger  funds  from  the 
HMB  —  Pike.  North  Delta,  Gulf  Coast. 
Jones  and  Lauderdale 

Porter  said  that  volunteers  are 
needed  to  help  stock  and  man  food 
pantries  and  clothes  closets;  to 
distribute  “meals  on  wheels.”  to  teach 
people  how  to  find  aid  for  themselves; 
and  to  teach  people  how  to  use  best 
what  resources  thev  have. 

Mike  Elliott  is  a  home  missionary 


in  Louisville.  Ky.  —  pastor-director  of 
the  Jefferson  Street  Baptist  Church 
and  mission  center  in  the  inner  city. 
His  business  there  is  helping  the 
needy,  and  telling  the  go^  news. 
Transients,  drunks,  prostitutes,  the 
down  and  out,  are  some  he  serves. 
“We  don’t  just  tell  them  of  Jesus’  love. 
We  Show  them.”  Elliott  spoke  twice, 
and  delivered  the  closing  message. 

Elliott,  a  young  man  dressed  in 
jeans,  tweed  coat,  and  dark  blue  tie. 
and  wearing  ■  a  beard,  held  the 
women’s  attention.  “When  Jesus 
comes  around  you  will  embrace  peo¬ 
ple  you  normally  wouldn’t  be  caught 
dead  with.  ‘You  shall  know  the  truth 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you’  —  odd.” 

With  Elliott  on  program  was  a 
former  alcoholic,  Chester  Fawbush, 
one  of  those  who  has  received  help  at 
the  Jefferson  Street  Church  in 
Louisville.  Fawbush  is  now  one  of  the 
deacons  and  a  volunteer  at  the  mis¬ 
sion  center.  “It’s  not  what  you  were,” 
Fawbush  said,  “but  what  you  are.  and 
what  you  are  doing  now.” 

Elliott  said,  “We  Baptists  hate 
change.”  He  said,  “When  we  pass  a 
panhandler,  we  choose  not  to  see  him. 
We  fix  our  eyes  ahead,  quicken  our 
pace  and  hurry  by.”  He  said  “Tbo 
many  WMU  groups  are  involved  in 
reading  about  professional  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  not  missionaries" 
And  he  said.  “You  can’t  love  (Jod  and 
not  get  involved  in  other  people’s 
lives.” 

Frank  Gunn,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi,  and  president, 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention,  in  the 
opening  session  presented  “Needs  in 
Mississippi.” 

('ontinued  on  page  10) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The 
future  effectiveness  of  Baptist 
.  hospitals  in  Jordan  and  Yemen  is  in 
jeopardy,  says  Isam  Ballenger,  who 
directs  Southern  Baptist  work  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  iClis- 
sion  Board  has  not  appointed  a  mis¬ 
sionary  doctor  to  the  Middle  East  in 
more  than  five  years,  he  explains. 

Pressing  personnel  needs  also  loom 
ahead  for  two  other  key  avenues  of 
witness  in  the  Middle  East  —  the  Arab 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  and 
Arab  Baptist  Publication  Center,  both 
based  in  Beirut.  Lebanon. 

The  retirement  of  nine  veteran  mis¬ 
sionaries  during  the  next  several 
years  is  prompting  the  mounting  con¬ 
cern  and  Ballenger  has  been  em¬ 
phasizing  the  personnel  needs  in 
various  speaking  engagements,  hop¬ 
ing  someone  will  respond.  “I  find  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  interested,  but  for  some 
reason,  none  has  come  forward  as 
yet.”  he  say’s. 


MIAMI  (BP)  —  Ethnic  and 
language  groups  not  presently  in  the 
United  States  will  b^ome  a  part  of 
the  American  scene  if  world  condi¬ 
tions  fail  to  stabilize,  participants  at 
a  Southern  Baptist  language  missions 
conference  were  told. 

The  new  breed  of  immigrant  and 
the  American  ethnic  will  provide 
(Christians  with  a  challenge  heretofore 
unimagined,  speakers  told  nearly  200 
Baptist  language  missions  leaders 
from  throughout  the  nation. 

“The  refugees  you  see  on  your  lat^ 
night  newscast  could  well  be  cam 
didates  for  resettlement  in  your  com¬ 
munity,”  said  Nicholas  Van  Praag, 
public  information  officer  for  the 
United  Nations  high  commission  ^or 
refugees 


In  a  few  years  these  missionaries 
will  be  leaving  the  field  and  there  will 
be  no  one  to  replace  them,  he  says, 
adding.  “I  really  don’t  know  what 
we  re  going  to  do.  The  missionaries  on 
the  field  are  sensing  it.  I  see  it  now  in 
so  many  letters.  What’s  being  done? 
Is  there  no  one  on  the  horizon?” 

In  Jordan.  L.  August  Lovegren. 
surgeon  at  the  Baptist  Hospital  at 
Ajloun,  and  Lois  Calhoun,  director  of 
nursing,  will  be  retiring  next  year.  On¬ 
ly  one  missionary  surgeon.  John 
^per,  and  his  wife.  Ruth,  a  physijian 
who  supervises  the  hospital’s 
laboratory,  will  be  left  in  Jordan.  But 
th«.y  also  will  retire  within  a  few 
years 

In  Yemen.  James  Young,  who 
founded  the  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in 
1968.  will  be  retiring.  Three  other 
Southern  Baptist  physicians.  Jean 
Dickman.  Ron  Pirtle  and  Martha 
Myers,  are  assigned  there.  But  one  or 
'  Continued  on  page  4) 


Nearly  60  million  refugees  have 
been  displaced  since  the  end  of  World 
War  II.  double  the  number  for  the  50 
years  prior.  Van  Praag  said.  One 
million  refugees  have  been  resettled 
from  Southeast  Asia  since  the  fall  of 
Saigon  in  1975,  with  700,000  of  those 
finding  their  way  to  the  United  States, 
he  added. 

Van  Praag,  who  gave  a  global 
perspective  to  the  refugee  discussion, 
said  only  four  nations  —  the  United 
States,  France,  Canada,  and  Australia 
—  are  involved  seriously  in  refugee 
resettlement. 

Osmar  Romo,  director  of  the 
language  missions  division  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  which  sponsored  the  con¬ 
ference  said  an  estimated  30  percent 
•  Continued  on  page  4) 


Unstable  world  conditions 
sending  refugees  to  USA 
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pieces  in 


Bernard  celebrates  with  balloons 


brought  her  puppet.  Bernard,  to  the  party.  Guests  dressed  in  ‘*®aths  have  been  reported,  ficials  have  said  it  may  be  difficult  to 

green,  mingled  under  a  canapy  of  green  balloons,  in  the  glare  although  reports  have  not  been  receiv-  provide  other  major  aid  this  year 
of  lights  for  a  television  camera  A  variety  of  stars  performed.  ^  churches  in  some  remote  since  foreign  aid  funds  already  have 
including  Bernard  and  the  Spina  Bifida  Kids.  areas.  been  allocated. 

Meanwhile,  Hancox  is  buying  and  “Not  much  (food)  is  going  to  be  up 
distributing  food  and  materials  for  the  in  the  ( rural )  country,”  said  Hancox. 
numerous  Baptist  churches,  schools,  ‘They’re  not  going  to  get  it.  So  we’re 
and  food  storehouses  damaged  or  going  to  have  to  make  some  kind  of  ar- 
looted  during  the  height  of  the  unrest,  rt  ^gements  to  get  some  food  distribu- 
More  food,  bought  with  Southern  Bap-  tion  points  back  inland  where  the  peo- 
tist  relief  funds,  will  be  distribute  pie  really  are  going  to  be  hit  hard, 
this  month  to  60  Baptist  schools  after  Erich  Bridges  writes  for  the 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Foreign  Missi<^  Board. 

Board’s  regular  shipment  of  food  ar¬ 
rives  in  HaiU.  Hancox  oversees  a  r»***"*«*^*Mgy>^i^,M***>* 

II  be  leaving  her  Priority  needs  at  the  seminary  are  school  nutrition  program  which  feeds  a«M  — »a«r  <  niia  mni 

■  of  Arab  publica-  for  an  instructor  in  New  Testament  about  15,000  children. 

!r  1990.  Seven  new  and  theology,  one  in  religious  educa-  Fearing  theft  at  the  doc^s  in  Port-  -i  mT y  Ta"?!?*.  r-i 

been  assigned  to  tion  who  might  also  work  in  develop-  au-Prince,  Hancox  had  asked  earlier  flNIlM  CINCI  nNimf  IM.  : 
ill  other  critical  ing  specialized  materials  for  Arab  that  the  food  shipment  be  delayed.  va iwi 

churches  and  one  to  be  involved  in 
Lebanese  Baptists,  battered  by  the  theological  education  by  extension  in 
nation’s  U-year  civil  war,  “are  just  not  other  Middle  East  countries. 

The  future  need  for  a  publications 
director  is  critical,  Ballenger  notes, 
because  Baptists  are  “the  major  sup¬ 
plier  of  Arab  Christian  literature  in 
the  Middle  East.”  A  translation  of 
MasterLife  into  Arabic  was  com¬ 
pleted  recently  and  now  a  Sunday 
school  curriculum  for  all  ages  is 
under  way. 

Last  year,  the  publication  center 
turned  out  123,0(X)  books  under  12  dif¬ 
ferent  titles. 

Ballenger  realizes  people  will  ask, 

“Why  talk  about  sending  missionaries 
to  Lebanon  when  Lebanon  is  in  such 
a  chaotic  sUlte?"  He  notes  that  about 
15  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  con¬ 
tinue  working  there  and  the  strife  has 
not  necessitated  relocating  the  Arab 
ministries. 

“Although  they  live  in  areas  of 
strife,  these  missionaries  by  and  large 
carry  on  a  normal  life.  They  go  abouP 
their  work.  And  when  strife  comes, 
they  know  what  to  do.” 

'The  key  consideration  for  persons 
open  to  work  with  Arabs,  Ballenger 
says,  is  “a  calling  to  the  Middle  E^st 
for  theological  education  or  publica¬ 
tions  work.  The  location  at  present  is 
Lebanon.  1  hope  it  will  continue  to  be. 

But  if  the  time  comes  when  it’s  com¬ 
pletely  foolish  to  send  people  into  a 
place,  then  we'll  have  that  ministry 
somewhere  else." 

Art  Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 


Bernard's  fourth  birthday  party  celebration  took  place  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon,  March  15,  in  the  cafeteria  at  Missisippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  by  Dina  Chiles,  seated,  center,  pediatric 
therapist  at  the  75-year-old  hospital,  sent  out  invitations  and 


Middle  East  Baptist  work 
faces  personnel  shortages 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
two  more  doctors  are  needed  to  com¬ 
plete  the  staff. 

The  missionaries  in  Jordan,  with 
the  help  of  Jordanian  co-workers, 
cared  for  2,160  in-patients  and  11,241 
out-patients  in  the  30-bed  hospital  dur¬ 
ing  1985.  At  the  75-bed  hospital  in 
Yemen,  the  Southern  Baptist  doctors 
and  several  doctors  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  handled  3,314  in-patients  and 
37.327  out-patients. 

In  Beirut,  three  of  four  missionaries 
on  the  faculty  of  Arab  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  —  Ed  Nicholas. 
David  King  and  Bill  Trimble  —  are 
nearing  retirement.  Only  Emmett 
Barnes  and  several  part-time 
Lebanese  teachers  will  remain.  And 
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Unstable  world  conditions 
sending  refugees  to  USA 


( Continued  from  page  3)  •  called  for  more  ethnic  diversity  on  the 
of  the  persons  bom  in  'Third  World  leadership  level  of  the  denomination, 
countries  between  now  and  the  year  “Differences  in  culture  must  not 
2000  eventually  will  migrate  to  disenfranchise  persons  from  associa- 
America.  tional,  state  and  agency  leadership 

“The  Central  America  crisis  is  positions,”  Palmer  said.  “Most  of  our 
already  impacting  our  nation,”  Romo  leadership  meeting  are  not  represen- 
said.  “The  Hong  Kong  Treaty  of  1997  tative  of  the  ethnic  diversity  of  the 
is  bringing  thousands  to  our  shores.  Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

And  the  continuing  turmoil  following  The  denomination  must  continue  to 
the  Philippine  election  will  impact  us  channel  its  massive  power  into  new 
as  will  other  world  crises.”  missions  ventures  to  reach  all  people. 

Churches  need  to  see  ethnics  in  regardless  of  their  cultural  heritage, 
their  communities  as  the  uqique  in-  Palmer  warned.  A  fragmentation  of 
>dividuals  they  are  and  seek  to  that  power  could  be  disastrous,  he 
jninister  to  their  needs,  Rotno  added,  said. 

Gerald  Palmer,  vice  president  for  Joe  Westbury  writes  for  the  Home 
missions  at  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Mission  Board. 
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Texas  Acteen  hurt 
in  traffic  mishap 


Tonkel  will  lead  Bible  study 
for  ^^religion’’  week  at  hospital 


Thirteen-year-old  Carrie  Bass,  Students  in  the  health-related 
daughter  of  C.  L.  and  Charlene  Bass  schools  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
of  Fort  Worth,  was  hospitalized  at  Pro-  Center  will  be  involved  in  Religious 
vidence  in  critical  condition  during  Emphasis  Week 

the  weekend,  but  her  condition  was  activities  on  April 

upgraded  to  “serious”  on  March  9.  ^  and-3,  according 

The  next  day,  she  was  in  the  intensive  ^  director, 

care  unit  in  “stable  but  serious”  con-  Kathy  Bearden, 

dition,  and  on  the  day  after,  she  was  Keith  Tonkel, 

being  moved  out  of  intensive  care,  pastor  of  Jackson’s 

with  her  condition  listed  as  “satisfac-  United  Meth- 

tory.”  odist  Church,  will 

lead  a  noontime 

Kelly  Lynn  Greene,  14,  daughter  of  Tonkel  Bible  study  on 
Charles  and  Minnie  Greene  of  Fort  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  Tbnkel,  a 
Worth,  was  hospitalized  at  Waco’s  popular  local  speaker,  has  been 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Medical  Center  dur-  dissociated  with  the  Wells  church  since 
ing  the  weekend.  1969.  He  holds  a  B.A.  degree  in 


Center  line 


\  By  Doyle  Cummings  | 

Text:  Matthew  6:33 

Sometime  following  the  death  of  Elvis  Presley,  a  television  personality 
discussed  some  important  people  in  the  star's  life,  and  describe  them  as 
Elvis’  “center  line,”  —  that  which  kept  him  on  balance.  For  so  long  Elvis’ 
mother  had  been  his  “center  line,”  then  after  she  died  his 
wife  took  that  place.  But  in  later  years,  the  TV  personality 
indicated,  there  just  wasn’t  anything  to  provide  a  “center 
^  line”  to  keep  Elvis  on  balance. 

man’s  statements  may  or  may  not  have  been  cor- 
rect,  but  there  is  contained  in  them  an  important  truth. 
Each  of  us  needs  that  “center  line”  in  our  own  life.  For  some 
folk,  life  revolves  around  work,  for  others  family  serves  as 
“center  line.”  Pleasure  or  possessions  may  be  all  impor- 
tant  for  many  people.  Any  of  these  may  be  taken  away  in 
Cummings  g  moment,  thus  providing  a  poor  “center  line”  for  one’s  life. 

There  is  only  one  sure  “center  line,”  and  that  is  Jesus  Christ.  Failure  to 
discover  this  truth  leaves  many  lives  drifting  aimlessly  without  an  anchor 
in  the  stornw  of  life.  Still  others  know  Jesus  as  Saviour,  yet  allow  some  other 
thing  to  occult  first  place  in  their  life. 

When  all  the  world  seems  to  be  against  you,  when  every  thing  you  held  on 
to  is  gone,  and  every  earthly  thing  you  leaned  on  collapses,  do  you  still  have 
a  relationship  with  Jesus  that  keeps  you  on  balance?  What  is  your  “center 
line”? 

Doyle  Cummings  is  pastor.  First,  Itta  Bena. 


Intensive  care 


■  il  1  "uU  'Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 

I  by  a  team  of  family  life 

Who  is  an  alcoholic? 

^  „  Who  is  an  alcoholic  or  a  drug 

About  3‘/i  years  ago  the  Baptist  addict'' 

Record  earned  a  qu«Uon  and  ai^r 

column  related  to  family  problems.  ^  classified  as  an  alcoholic  if  that 
Later  w  were  as^  to  ^in  a  col-  ^  ^  significant  problem 

umn  that  would  be  related  to  drug  significant  area  of  his  life.  If 

abi^  With  this  i^ue  we  are  irato^  ^ 

such  a  cohuTin.  Rea^rs  should  fwl  jy  finances.  Job  responsibilities, 
hw  to  submit  questiOM  Concermng  ^  spiritual  life,  alcoholism  is  certain- 
^  abuse,  ^  th^  w^  «y  indicated.  Similarly,  the  drug  ad- 

^  a  team  of  sj^ialists  who  deal  in  same  type  of  individual  who 

drug  abuse  problems.  ,,  exhihHing  problems:  but  addi- 

We  hope  our  readers  will  find  useful  thmally,  anyone  who  uses  illegal 
information  as  these  columns  are  drugs  has  to  he  classified  as  a  drug 
presented  from  week  to  week.  —  DTM  addict. 


PmI  #1  About  two-thirds — 160 
million — of  the  total  population  of 
the  United  States  are  unsaved. 
fKl#20nly  two  countries  where  Southern 
Baptists  send  missionaries,  India  and 
Indonesia,  have  total  populations  greater 
than  the  160-million  number  of  lost  in  the 
United  States. 

lKl#30ne  in  five  Southern  Baptists  attend 

church  only  once  a  year.  .  ^  . 

ha  #4  ^Uml^  Stales  teas  many  poor  Ciw  lo  the  Annie  Arm^rrlig  EtBter 

asUieenliiepopulatK.nofElhK,pui.  OBerin*  lor  Home  Missions.  ^  how 

§fiur  your  love  for  America  reaches. 

Home  Missian  Boad.  SBC  *  William  G.  lannei:  ncsidenl  •  1330  Sfaing  Satd  MW  •  Atlanta.  Gen^  30.167-3601 
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The  awakening 


By  Freddie  H.  Ballard 

Sleep  would  not  OMne  How  long  had  heartbeat  together,  the  heavy  beating 
it  been?  It  seemed  that  it  was  still  began  ringing  in  my  ears  . . .  “CRU- 
dark.  Darkness  in  the  middle  of  the  CIFY  HIM,  CRUCIFY 
day  was  a  frightening  experience.  I  HIM"  .  .  .  there  it  was  again,  that 
had  thought  the  light  would  never  awful  chant  that  wouldn’t  leave  the 
come  again.  I  tried  to  go  over  the  echo  of  my  mind! 
events  in  my  mind.  1  could  still  hear  Finally  we  could  see  the  place 
the  mob  shouting,  “CRUCIFY  HIM,  where  Joseph  and  the  others  had  car- 
CRUCIFY  HIM,”  and  his  kind  voice  ried  him.  It  looked  different, 
as  he  prayed  for  their  forgiveness.  The  somehow ;  there  was  a  strange  light 
smell  of  death  was  in  the  air  so  that  over  the  place  and  my  heart  pounded 
I  could  hardly  breathe.  I  wanted  to  wildly  as  we  hastened  our  steps.  Then 
scream  and  cry  but,  somehow,  the  I  remembered!!  How  could  we  have 
tears  wouldn’t  come.  How  I  hated  forgotten  anything  so  important?  He 
those  who  had  driven  the  nails!  I  had  said  that  he  would  rise  to  life 
almbst  wished  that  we  hadn’t  gone,  again  .  .  .  that  he  had  to  be  killed,  but 
but  perhaps  our  being  there  helped,  three  days  later,  he  would  live  again, 
even  though  we  just  watched  from  a  We  were  at  the  tomb  now.  The  stone 
distance.;  anyway,  we  had  agreed  to  was^one  .  .  rolled  away.  As  we  look- 
go  early  to  the  tomb  and  anoint  his  ed  in,  I  knew  that  he  would  not  be 
body.  Will  morning  never  come?  there  . . . 

I  had  the  eerie  , feeling  that  Then  I  awoke!  It  seemed  so  real,  the 

something  else  had  happened.  Every  dream,  and  I  know  that  I  really  was  a 
nerve  in  my  body  tingled  with  an-  part  of  it  all.  It  was  for  me  that  he 
ticipation.  I  heard  the  others  coming  prayed;  for  me  that  he  died  and  arose 
as  they  stepped  quietly  on  the  dusty  and  lives  today.  Then  the  tears  came, 
path;  every  now  and  then  one  would  TVembling,  1  slipped  down  on  my 
kick  at  a  stone  in  the  path.  I  reached  knees  by  my  bed  and  thanked  God  for 
for  the  spices  I  had  prepared  to  take  the  empty  tomb, 
with  me  and  stepped  out  into  the  ear-  “Dear  Lord,  help  me  to  show  my 

.ly  morning  light.  gratitude  by  the  way  I  live  and  love 

None  of  us  said  anything.  We  didn’t  and  forgive.” 
have  to  speak.  Our  hearts  were  still  Mrs.  Freddie  H.  Ballard  lives  at 
heavy  and  as  they  throbbed  one  single  Raleigh. 


The  Resurrection — (RNS  photo) 


Still  and  silent  Sabhath 


A  borrowed  tomb 


“  .  .  why  seek  the  living  among  the 
dead?  He  is  not  here;  but  is  risen  .  . 
(Luke  24:5-6) 


On  a  still  and  silent  sabbath,  grief  stricken  and  in  tears 
His  followers  sat  huddled,  sharing  all  their  fears. 

Their  Master  had  been  Jaken,  had  been  crucified. 

Him  they  had  forsaken,  just  John  stayed  by  his  side. 

Bound  by  laws  of  mankind  to  the  tomb  they  could  not  go. 

For  it  was  the  sabbath,  their  love  they  could  not  show. 

Some  graves  had  burst  wide  open,  the  saints  had  walked  around 
On  Friday  earthquakes  shook  them,  now  there’s  not.  a  sound. 

On  this  still  and  silent  Sabbath,  no  message  not  a  word 
Tb  the  ones  in  fear  huddled  and  by  their  sid^  their  sword. 

They  knew  the  sky  had  darkened  when  Jesus’  life  was  spent. 
Henceforth,  some  thousand  years  ^  temple  veil  was  rent. 

have  passed  —  tv.  u  •  i.  • 

This  cross  still  comes  to  view,  ^  ^^^Tj***  their  sorrow  with  wet  and  swollen  eyes. 

But  praise  his  name!  Our  Lord  arose  remember  that  he  said  he  would  rise, 

lb  give  us  life  anew.  ^  ^  silent  Sabbath,  spent  in  so  much  grief. 

—Augustine  Burch  Could  have  been  full  of  joy  and  hope  if  they’d  just  believed. 

Brookhaven  Ellen  Daniels 


Because  of  him 

Where  once  a  mournful  shadow 
Had  made  the  earth  look  dim. 
Now  there’s  a  bright  new  sunshine 
^1  because  of  him. 


Where  once  the  woeful  tidings 
Shook  the  earth  like  a  broken  limb. 
Now  the  good  news  fills  the  air; 

All  because  of  him. 


The  Rose  of  Sharon 

There’s  a  rosebud  by  the  carport 
Tightly  packed  with  promises : 

A  beautiful  red  rose. 

The  breath  of  spring. 

Fragrance  filling  the  air 
Bidding  the  birds  to  sing. 


Where  once  were  heartaches  and 
loneliness  . 

And  the  future  was  dark  and  grim 
Now  there’s  friendship  and  hope; 
All  because  of  him. 


The  rosebud’s  unfolding  story 
Reminds  me  of  Easter  . . . 

The  depth  of  love  that  Jesus  gave. 
In  him  the  world  sees  no  beauty 
Though  he’s  the  Rose  of  Sharon 
And  our  door  to  glory. 

—Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 


cross 


No  long'er  are  the  faithful  ones 
defeated 

By  Satan’s  evil  whims. 

For  now  we  have  the  ^ctory; 
All  because  of  him. 

•  /  — Winford  Mclnnis  Jr. 

Pittsboro 


Can't  you  see  them!  Don’t  you  hear 
them! 

Oh.  they  mocked  the  Saviour  so! 
They  spat  upon  his  precious  face 
And  filled  his  heart  with  woe. 

They  hurled  out  cries  of  hatefulness. 
They  wanted  him  to  die! 

The  cruel  words  that  rasped  their 
throats 

Were.  “CRUCIFY!  CRUCIFY!” 


Into  a  diseased  and  dying  wood 
Burst  a  tree  of  living  green. 

And  from  the  twisted  vine  clad 
mass. 

Came  forth  evil,  cruel  and  mean 


Soon,  from  the  gray  and  troubled 
thatch. 

Arose  green  and  glistening  spires. 
And  each  one  had  immunity 
From  the  coming  cleansing  fires. 

Which  from  heaven  would  descend 
And  in  final  judgement  sweep 
All  that  teeming  wilderness 
into  a  smoking,  smoldering  heap. 
—Bert  Hamill 
Vicksburg 


What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus? 

What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  Shall  I  glorify  his  holy  name. 

Since  he  died  at  Calvary  for  me?  Or  shall  I  be  ashamed? 

Shall  I  thank  him  for  his  saving  grace 
Or  shall  I  turn  from  him  my  face? 

What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus 
What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  Since  he  opened  heaven’s  gates? 

Since  he  bore  my  sins  for  me?  Shall  I  lift  my  hands  to  him  in  praise 

Or  shall  I  forget . . .  that  for  my  sins 
He  died,  was  buried,  and  was  raised? 

—Barbara  Jones 
Soso 

He  loves  me 

He  bore  the  stripes  upon  his  back 
Because  he  loves  me. 

He  wore  a  crown  of  thorns  upon  his 
brow 

He  bore  the  heavy  cross,  stumbling 
and  bleeding, 

I  close  my  eyes,  and  I  can  see  it  now. 

—Ruth  Norsworthy  Crage 

He  bore  the  shame  of  all  my  sins  State  Line 

Because  he  loves  me 


It  swift  enwrapped  the  perfect  tree 
Tb  shade  it  from  the  sun. 

Then  laughed  in  glee  to  see  it  fall 
And  applauded  the  evil  done. 


They  jeered  as  soldiers  forced  upon 
His  head  a  crown  of  thorns. 

The  blood  came  trickling  down  his 
cheeks. 

His  flesh  was  gashed  and  torn. 

But  through  it  all  my  Master  stood 
And  uttered  not  a  word. 

He  took  the  taunts  and  threats  and 
cries 

As  if  he  had  not  heard. 


But  amid  the  celebration 
And  rising  from  the  crucified. 
Were  thousands  of  tiny  seeds 
That  scattered  far  and  wide. 


Highway  to  heaven 

Suspended,  Revealing, 

between  heaven  and  earth  God’s  redemption  plan 

my  savior  hung  from  a  cross;  to  sanctify  our  souls. 


I  wonder  ....  could  his  thoughts  have 
been 

Of  sinners  ....  you  and  me? 

The  day  he  paid  our  debt  with  love 
And  died  ....  on  Calvary. 

I  want  to  hate  those  people  there. 
The  ones  who  made  him  die. 

But  Jesus  gave  his  life  that  day. 
They’re  no  more  to  blame  than  I. 
—Betty  Elliott 
Greenwood 


He  gave  me  life  that  has  no  end 
His  greatest  gift 
Oh  love  that  is  divine 
That  does  not  change  with  time 
How  wonderfully  sublime 
That  he  still  loves  me! 


Paving, 

a  highway  to  heaven 
for  the  weary  .  . . 


How  great  your  love  for  me. 

May  I  one  day  be  worthy 
of  the  blood  you  shed  for  me. 

—Annette  Galloway 
Natchez 


Fulfilling, 

a  promise  from  God 
the  prophets  had  foretold 


Thanday.  March  27.  IMS 
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Already  dark  had  fallen  when  our  Christian,  was  going  to  drive  us  the  115  R  *  * 

plane  arrived  in  Dhaka,  Bangladesh,  miles  to  Magura,  .where  James  and  ^ 

Down  the  steep  steps  of  plane,  Guinevere  Young  ^ 

to  a  jam-packed  bus,  and  out  again  to  “It  sounds  near,  but  will  take  or 
walk  across  a  dark  patch  of  pavement  seven  hours,”  Jim  said.  “It  could  take 

—  flight  bags,  longer  you  have  for  a 

pocketbook  slowed  me  you’ll  be  crossing  two  of  them.” 

purse  came  open  and  stopped  to  too  for  sightseeing,  so 

voice  behindme  settled  down,  supposed,  for  a 

Hurry.  Go  bumping  began,  and 

not  really  way  we  travel 

about  pickpockets,  that  down  as  we  forward. 

nervous.  wonder  take  so 

airport,  were  shops  which  lined  the  ap- 

pausing  show  our  cards  at  proach  to  the  “holy  Ganges"  looked  ^ 

first  slim  young  cigar  boxes  turned  on 

Bengali  grabbed  our  flight  bags  and  mounted  on  stilts.  Sjbu  stop- 

said,  “Come  with  me.”  Away  ped  the  van  behind  a  long  line  of  sugar 

with  our  bags,  past  the  line  on  cane  trucks  turned  to  ask,  “Are 
around  behind  the  men  checking  you  okay? ’’While  he  went  to  talk  with  •. ' 
passports.  I  was  keeping  my  eye  glued  the  ferryman,  we  sat  and  waited.  Hun-  ' 

to  him  and  our  bags.  We  went  to  the  dreds  of  people  walked  about  or  squat-  Bengalis  stroll  past  bamboo  and  tin  shops  toward  a  terry  landing  on  the  Ganges  River  in  Bangladesh 
head  of  the  line,  and  sure  enough,  the  ted  on  their  haunches,  in  front  of  the 
men  checked  our  passports  and  wav-  “shops.”  Men  surrounded  the  van  and 
ed  us  on  through.  The  young  fellow  gazed  in  at  us,  as  if  we  two  American 
found  our  big  bags  on  the  luggage  con-  women  were  a  rare  exhibit  at  the  zoo. 
veyor,  set  them  on  a  cart,  pushed  Sibu  persuaded  the  ferryman  that 
them  to  the  customs  desk,  and  asked  our  van  would  go  into  a  little  corner 
that  we  have  immediate  attention.  where  a  big  truck  could  not  go,  so  he 
“Who  is  te,  you  reckon?”  I  asked  let  us  on  ahead  of  the  trucks.  In  half 
Joan.  “Do  you  think  Mr.  McKinley  an  hour  under  the  stars  we  had  cross- 
sent  him  to  help  us?”  (We  had  spot-  ed  the  Ganges, 
ted  Jim  McKinley  through  a  window  Sibu  finagled  us  onto  a  second  ferry, 

—  the  missionary  who  was  waiting  to  over  a  smaller  river,  too,  without  a 


February 
gifts  climb 
10  percent 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  (Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  receipts  for  February  climbed 
almost  19  percent  beyond  totals  for  the 
same  period  last  year. 

February  contributions  to  the  na¬ 
tional  (Cooperative  Program  —  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention’s  unified 
missions,  education  and  ministry 
budget  —  totaled  $10,883,413.90,  an¬ 
nounced  Harold  C.  Bennett,  president 
and  treasurer  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee. 

The  February  total  represents  an 
increase  of  $1,667,623,32,  or  18.10  per¬ 
cent,  over  contributions  in  February 
1985,  which  were  $9,215,790.58,  Bennett 
said.  Cooperative  Program  contribu¬ 
tions  for  the  first  five  months  of  the 
1985-86  fiscal  year  are  $52,747,576.78, 
up  9.94  percent  from  the  $47,977,326.14 
total  for  the  same  period  in  1984-85. 

The  Cooperative  Program  gains 
stand  (^)posed  to  an  annual  3.9  percent 
Consumer  Price  Index  inflation  rate, 
said  Tim  Hedquist,  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  vice  president  for  business  and 
finance. 


erent  kind  no  one  would  move.  Finally  a 
If  you  are  policeman  got  around  all  the  trucks 
t  Magura,  somehow,  and  ordered  the  driver  in 
ie  told  us.  front  of  us  to  back  up. 
te  to  bed  At  3:30  a.m.  James  and  Guinevere, 

Betty,  live  their  10-year-old  daughter,  Jamie,  and 
five-stoiy  Guinevere’s  mother.  Mildred  Jenkins, 
tka.  (He  is  got  up  to  welcome  us  to  their  house 
and  Death  beside  the  London  Road  which  from  Mississippi  were  received  dur-  cording  to  board  president  Darold  H. 

rved  us  a  meanders  across  Asia.  I  slept  in  the  ing  a  period  of  “open  enrollment”  in  Morgan. 

ken.  green  room  with  Jamie,  and  Joan  in  the  the  Annuity  Board’s  church  life  and  Overall,  5,234  new  members  joined 
I  them  and  room  with  Mildred.  Next  morning  I  medical  insurance  programs.  the  medical  plan,  including  4,268  men 

ited  an  ad-  stayed  in  bed  late,  unaware  that  The  promotion  was  the  most  sue-  and  966  women.  These  new  members 

sometimes  little  lizards  slip  into  that  cessful  in  board  history.  “Open  enroll-  ^iil  generate  more  than  $7.9  million 
Jetty  said,  house,  down  the  walls,  and  hide  ment”  allowed  pastors,  staff  in  annual  premiums, 

hilly.  Pack  behind  pictures.  members,  and  employees  of  Southern  .  . 

our  other  Now  when  I  pray  for  the  mis-  Baptist  churches  to  obtain  life  and  New  medical  covera^  appliratic^ 
sionaries  “as  they  travel  in  medical  insurance  without  proof  of  Mi^issippi  number^  CTO,  in- 

V  for  each  Bangladesh.”  I  thank  (Jod  for  their  pa-  good  health.  eluding  225  from  men  and  45  from 

lission  van  tience  and  perseverance  in  the  long  The  Annuity  Board  was  able  to  '*'omen. 

nd  filled  a  hours  they  must  spend  to  go  aqywhere  waive  normal  health  underwriting  re-  Of  the  5,968  new  life  insurance  ap- 

a  Bengali  at  all.  quirements  because  of  the  financial  plicants,  4,825  are  men  and  1,143  are 


Bengali  men  on  a  ferry  crossing  the  Ganges  River  watch  an  American  tourist 


State  responds  to  ‘open  enrollment’ 
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Thursday.  March  27,  19M 


We  have  set  the  date  of  May  4, 1986,  anyone  I  have  seen  on  televisim.  John  ly  against  biblical  teachings  of  salva- 
as  a  date  for  a  love  offering  for  the  is  a  trumpet  major,  holding  his  degree  tion.  While  we  should  do  good  works, 
I.J.C.  Baptist  Student  Union  Building  from  Delta  State  University.  Whether  we  do  not  do  them  to  complete  our 
Fund.  I’m  asking  Mississippi  Baptists  you  need  him  for  one  special  engage-  salvation  but  rather  because  we  are 
to  pray  that  our  goal  of  $40^000  will  be  ment  or  for  a  week’s  revival,  John  is  already  completely  saved.  The  motive 
provided  by  our  local  support  group,  excellent.  He  is  the  son  of  Jim  Yates,  makes  a  lot  of  difference!  If  anyone 
I  would  also  ask  Mississippi  Baptists  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  doubts  that  these  are  really  teachings 
to  wholeheartedly  support  B.S.U.  City.  I  had  John  in  my  church  on  the  of  the  Armstrong  cult,  I  will  be  glad 
ministries  in  their  area.  B.&U.  work  strength  of  words  from  Owen  Cooper  to  supply  them  with  sources  of 
is  worthy  of  our  support!  '  and  Jerry  Clower.  After  all,  who  could  documentation. 

Ed  J,  Deuschle,  pastor  ask  for  a  better  recommendation?  I  would  challenge  my  fellow 

'Trinity  Baptist  Church  Jerry  Mixon,  pastor  Southern  Baptist  to  do  your 

Fulton.  First  Church,  Winona  homework,  to  be  better  informed,  to 

u  c  V*!  J  o  -  i  study  the  Word  of  God,  to  be  more 

Honor  tor  Gladys  rtryant  Qi-gl  centennial  discerning,  to  know  what  you  believe 

Editor:  FH't  ■  and  why  you  believe  it  as  opposed  to 

Where  are  the  Itawamba  Junior  rhi.iv.h  «,in something  else. 

College  students  of  1956-1962?  On  June  iqm  ^  challenge  fellow^pastors  to 

27-28  we  want  them  to  be  a  part  of  a  appreciate  the  loan  of  any  ^*’®  ^ 

special  gathering  to  honor  Miss  pictures  old  newspaper  clippings  or  ^each  the  doctrines  of  the  faith,  and 
Gladys  Bryant  and  her  more  than  30  mpmArahiUa  nf  ^  teach  the  people  how  to  study  for 

yeariln  Judea,  work.  .  |^™»lves.  .twedonldoa*...ewUI 

Miss  Bryant,  now  BSU  dirnttor  a.  lea«  J»me  easy  ^  ^  any 

East  Central  Junior  Colllege,  was  .u.  rAAkAAesiVi  Qa»-arir.a,  Christian  cult  that  comes  along 

T>owT  J-  a  a  TO  1.  ¥  ■  dition  after  the  Centennial  service. 

BSU  director  at  Itawamba  Junior  ^  ^  ^  contact  all  former 

College  for  six  yeare.  Under  her  direc-  Wayne  Hatcher,  pastor 

..  ®  .  ,  pastors  for  the  service.  d.,.,*;,.*  A. _ u 

S  Anyone  with  this  information  please 

dedicated  lay  persons  were  guided  in  .  acooba,  Mb 


BEST  OF  GREiir  BRITAIN 

Deluxe  Tour,  August  4-19 

Escorted  by 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  McLeod 

For  information,  call  (601)  544-0100 
or  (601)  268-9085 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  wortemanebip  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Inttrnatiarmtty  known  sfiocMists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bei  aaS-C  —  Oreenvoed,  IWm.  SaaSO 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATER&  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
35 1 1  HIXSON  PIKE  •CHATIANOOGA.  TN 374 1 S 


In  light  of  recent  attempts  by  our  ^  \  ||BM|h  Glaring  need 

state  Legislature  to  further  rob  our  \  ■  JKIElM  Editor; 

state  of  integrity  and  deceno  through  - _  ^  ‘  ^  ’The  letter  headed  “Support  for 

the  use  of  lotteries  and  other  forms  of  ^■■■BPBIPfl|iSfe=^SSSSS---S2ai|||gg||||||BI|gg|^  Armstrong”  in  the  March  20  edition 
gambling,  we  at  Chicoras  First  Bap-  T  _  of  the  Baptist  Record  amply  il- 

tist  Church,  Wayne  Association,  have  ^  .  y|  lustrates  a  glaring  need  of  Southern 

adopted  the  enclosed  resolution,  and  ^  ^  \  Baptists  to  be  better  informed! 

sent  it  to  our  legislators.  We  thought  jV  A  -»  .4^^  I  can  well  understand  how  an  in- 

you  might  enjoy  a  copy  of  it.  too.  It  dividual  could  read  selected  publica- 

could  possibly  serve  as  an  encourage-  .  H  i  tions  of  Herbert  Armstrong  or  hear 

ment  for  other  pastors  and  churches  m.  .  W  I  him  at  times  on  radio  or  TV  and  think 

to  be  heard  in  capital.  I  that  he  was  “dedicated  to  the  Bible” 

Kevin  i  That  what  makes  the  cult 

pastor  1  r  [  Armstrongism  so  dangerous!  They 

W  hereas  the  adult  membership  of  ^  r  ^  cloak  themselves  in  a  veil  of  biblical 

Cliicora s  First  Baptist  Church  con-  1  V  authority,  but  in  reality  teach  doc- 

voting  residence  the  state  A.  trines  contrary  to  the  Bible.  If  one 

'  studies  the  whole  doctrinal  system  of 

teenage  and  Armstrongism,  he  will  find  a  theology 

members.  others  mixed  with  thoughts  from  a 

hhated  with  Chicora’s  First  Baptist  pseudo-Christian  cults.  He  wiU  find  a 

““■Hr  pipeline 

And  Whereas,  our  Christian  con-  These  five  persons,  plus  two  not  pictured,  recently  participated  in  a  water  line  con-  day.  He  will  find  a  theology  that 
victions  and  common  sense  we  view  struction  project  in  Kenya,  East  Africa.  The  original  line  was  of  PVC  pipe  and  Kenyans  denies  the  SQfricieUcy  of  the  death  of 
^mbling  in  any  form,  most  especial-  discovered  that  by  puncturing  it  with  spears  they  could  get  water  anywhere  along  Christ  to  accomplish  our  salvation  but 
ly  horse  racing  and  state  lotteries,  to  the  line  but  ultimately  damaged  it  beyond  repair,  ft  was  replaced,  by  this  crew,  with  adds  to  it  the  necessity  ot  works  to 
be  a  detriment  and  burden  on  our  galvanized  pipe  that  cannot  be  penetrated  with  spears  complete  salvaUrm,  much  akin  to  the 

society,  and  in  particular  morally  Those  in  the  picture,  left  to  right,  are  David  Ratcliff  (Bay  St.  Louis.  Rrst),  Ken  Baltzer  heresy  addressed  by  the  Apostle  Paul 

.  u  St.  Louis,  First),  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  one 

Be  It  Therefore  ^solved  that  the  and  Uless  Bergeron  (Bay  St.  Louie,  First).  Not  pictured  are  Lonnie  and  Catherine  which  attempted  to  combine  Christ 
idult  membership  and  other  Rouse  of  Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg.  with  Judaistic  legalism.  This  is  clear- 


Specializing  in  spiritual  emphasis  the 
Galilee  Retreat  is  the  premier  Christian 
Retreat  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Located  in  Panama  City  Beach,  directly 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Galilee  provides 
for  all  your  needs  including  3  great  nteals 
a  day  ^  all  your  linens  and  towels  for  your 
comtorl. 

For  information  &  reservations  call  or 
write: 

BAULEE  BETBEAT 

177M  RL  M.  Mni  M  ■. 

fmmm  CSy  IimI.  H  tt487 

(M4)  m-IIM  /  nS-MSI 


Pews,  pulpita,  baptisthM. 

sMnad  gtaao.  carpet, 
*  srsenfst  cMra, 

Van  mnklB 
(tljurclj 
JurntBlitnsB  S: 

Pfio  UjiljiilBtBry 

Box  501.  Fulton,  MS.  30043 
In  MS.  ToO  Frao  1-iOO-«24-M27 
Dosign— Construction  Managoinont 
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GOCD  NEWS  AMERTA 
GODlEWESYOa 


CHURCH  ■ 
Sound  Systems  I 

(Sound  is  Our  Only  Business^ 
Custom  design  &  installations 
For  Proposals  Call  (601)-268-1004 
Stan  Oalton-Bob  Burris  co-owners 
2600  O’Ferrall  Place  Suite  1ll5 
Hattiesburg,  Ms.  39401 

(next  to  Shoney's  Hwy.  49S.) 

Db  AUDIO  SERVICES 


FORT  WORTH,  Ttoias  (BP)-Doii 
Turner,  former  editor  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Baptist,  newsjoumal  for  the 
Ck)lorado  Baptist  General  Convention, 
is  new  managing  editor  for  Fulness 
magazine  here. 

MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  - 
President  emeritus  Harold  Graves 
has  been  named  interim  president  of 
(k>lden  Gate  Seminary  here  as  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  school’s 
board  of  trustees  searches  for  a  suc¬ 
cessor  to  President  Frank  Pollard. 

Pollard  resigned  the  Golden  Gate 
presidency  effective  March  1  to 
become  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 


BAPTIST  BIBLE  INSTITUTE 

GracevOle,  Florida 

“Equipping  the  Called" 

BBI  is  a  unique  Southern  Baptist  theological 
institution,  owned  by  the  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  but  open  to  all  evangelicals. 

The  curriculum  gives  a  strong  background  in 
Bible,  practical  theology,  religious  education, 
church  music,  and  Greek.  A  general  education 
core  is  required  for  diplomas  and  degrees. 
Degrees  =  130  semester  hrs. 

Diplomas  =  98  semester  hrs. 

Ministers  who  attend  BBI  find  piacement  in  the 
tri-state  churches: 

Florida  churches  employ  approximately  600 
Alabama  churches  employ  approximately  400 
Georgia  churches  emf^oy  approximately  200 

If  you  have  answered  God’s  call  to  service, 
answer  God’s  call  to  study  and  prepare.  Attend 
BBI  and  graduate  to  greater  service! 

For  more  information,  write  or  cali: 

Dean 

Baptist  Bible  Institute 
1306  College  Drive 
Graceville,  FL  32440 
(904)  263-3261 


First  Church,  Clinton  recently  horKxed  Plainway,  Laurel:  April  6;  Sunday 
Bill  Bacon  on  his  10th  anniversary  as  school,  9:45  a.m.;  morning  worship, 
minister  of  music.  Harold  Kitchings,  per-  special  recognition  will  be  given;  din- 
sonnel  committee  chairman,  read  and  tier  on  ground  following  morning  wor- 
presented  a  resolution  in  recognition  of  ship  service;  Kent  W.  Megehee, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon's  service  to  the  pastor. 

church  and  community.  The  church  Drew  Church,  Drew:  April  6;  David 

Grant,  retired  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson,  evangelist  for 
^mecoming  and  revival,  April  6-9; 
(jrant  was  pastor  at  Drew  when  the 
present  sanctuary  was  built  28  years 
ago;  Kebo  Stevens,  native  of  Drew, 
now  serving  at  Independence  Church, 
song  leader;  Wilbur  B.  Webb,  pastor. 

Easter 


William  L.  Day,  former  pastor  of 
Enon  Church,  Louisville,  has  moved 
to  Park  Place  Retirement  Center  in 
Hendersonville,  Ibiin. 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  Day  is  a 
graduate  of  Millsaps  College, 
Jackson,  and  attended  Southwestern 
Seminary.  He  served  as  minister  of 
education  in  three  churches  in  Ibxas 
and  First  Church,  Jackson.  He  was 
pastor  of  six  churches  in  Mississippi. 

Following  his  wife’s  death'  in  1985, 
Day  went  to  Nashville  to  be  near  his 
son,  William  C.  Day,  chaplain  at  Bap-, 
tist  Hospital,  and  his  family. 


B  Buford  C.  Sell¬ 
ers,  Sr,  will  be 
honored  by  Oak¬ 
land  C]1iurch,  Oak¬ 
land,  April  6,  for  20 
years  service,  with 
a  day  of  worship, 
dinner,  singing, 
and  fellowship. 
Van  D.  Quick, 
Sellers  vice  -  president  for 
student  affairs,  Mississippi  College, 
will  be  the  morning  speaker. 

Special  music  will  be  by  Mrs.  Bet¬ 
ty  Spratlin  of  Vardaman,  Mrs.  Rose 
Marie  Sellers  Caulder,  and  Millard 
Claulder,  of  Sumner,  Mrs.  Mahaley 
Hames,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Odom,  and 
Mrs.  Bernice  Jones,  of  Oakland. 

Ira  Griffin,  retired  pastor,  will 
speak  in  afternoon. 


sunrise 

service  planned 
in  Richland 


INSPIRATIONAL  TOURS  —  1986 
Personally  escorted  by  Rev.  John  Adkerson  and  other  experienced  Hosts 

NO.  1  HOLT  LANO/JORDAN/ 

EGYPT.  11  days  Optional  enten- 
sion  to  Europa  —  Austria/ 

Swltzarland/Oarmany/Holland 
Departs  June  16 

NO.  3  CHRISTIAN  HERITAGE 
TOUR.  IS  days 


Hong  Kong/Korea  16  days  dp 
tional  enlensions  to  Tokyo  jpd 
Hawaii  Departs  Sept  2 
NO  4  BEAUTIFUL  HAWAII 
Cliristian  Retreat  Featured 
Breakfast  Bible  Study  8  days 
Departs  Nov  IS 

NO  $  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  HOLY 
LAND.  11  days  Israel/Jordan/ 
Egypt  Departs  Dec  26 

Orve  yoursril  or  some  dear  a 
Cfrrisnan  evcursron  ffirs  year' 
He/p  send  your  pstlor 


LondoniParisi 
Switzerland/Austria/Germany.  I 
Hollend  Optional  last  S  days  to 
Venice/Florenca/Rome  Departs 

July  23  Hosted  51  lours  worldwide 

NO  3  ORIENT  ODYSSEY.  CMinai  'P  countries 

"Co  with  sioarlencs  " 


CONTACT:  Rev  JoRn  Adkerson.  Stall  Evangellol. 
First  Baptist  Church.  P.O.  Boa  26171.  Atlanta.  Oa.  30329. 
Telephone  number  404/934  1613  or  4474362 


I  am  Inlereslad  In  sary. 
Ing  as  pastor  ^tost  lor 
number 


Slate 
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Thursday.  March  27.  1986 


First,  Pontotoc,  observes  140th  anniversary 


A  special  historical  observance  was  held  at  First 
Church.  Pontotoc,  Feb.  9,  the  140th  anniversary  of  tfie 
organization  of  the  church. 

Historical  highlights  of  the  church  were  given  by  the 
pastor,  Julian  Fagan,  III.  Included  was  information  from 
early  minutes  revealing  that  Cherry  Creek  Church  in  Pon¬ 
totoc  County  was  the  Mother  Church  and  that  Elijah 
Smith  was  the  first  pastor.  He  also  told  that  R.  A.  Cooper 
served  as  pastor  the  longest  number  of  years,  25,  that  W. 
L.  Slack  served  24  years  on  three  different  occasions,  that 
T.  L.  Holcomb  was  the  first  full-time  pastor,  and  that  W. 
Levon  Moore  served  the  longest  number  of  years,  14,  as 
a  full-time  pastor.  — 

Others  on  program  were  Mrs.  Rhea  Gregory,  Billy 
Butler,  an3  Mrs.  Laurette  Bigham,  all  members  of  First 
Church  for  more  than  50  years.  Additional  speakers  were 
Mrs.  Kay  Davis,  Nathan  McKinney,  Lon  Johnson.  Mrs. 
Gail  Sappington.  Tbmmy  Wood,  and  Tbmmy  Butler. 

History  committee  members  are  Helen  Boren,  Zelma 
Bowen,  Jean  Clements,  Iris  Griffin,  Dot  Hardin,  Gillie 
Harmon,  Martha  McCord,  and  Callie  Young.  Copies  of 
the  history  of  the  church  will  be  available  to  church 
membership  during  Baptist  Heritage  Month. 


Bobby  Perry  recently  completed  five  years  as  executive  director  of  missions.  Gulf 
Coast  Association.  A  reception  was  held  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  following  the 
Executive  Board  meeting  at  Bel  Aire  Church.  Perry  was  presented  a  saw  and  Mrs. 
Perry  a  gift  certificate  Together  they  were  presented  a  monetary  love  gift.  In  addition 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry,  their  daughter,  son-in-law,  and  granddaughter  were  recognized. 


The  following  gave  testimonies  during  the  140th  Anniversary 
at  First  Church,  Pontotoc.  Left  to  right  are  first  row,  Rhee 
Gregory,  Laurette  Bigham,  Billy  Butler;  second  row,  Natham 
McKmney,  Kay  Davis,  Lon  Johnson;  third  row.  Tommy  Wood, 
Gail  Sappington,  and  Tommy  Wood. 


The  cornerstone  of  missions 


(Continued  from  page  3)  of  a  missionary  call.  In  the  past  we 

Marjean  Patterson,  executive  direc-  have  taught  our  youth  that  God 
tor,  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  always  gives  a  direct  divine  revelation 
Union,  gave  a  ^“Siate  of  Our  Union”  of  what  he  wants  them  to  do. 
address  on  Tuesday  morning.  Enroll-  Therefore,  many  are  waiting  on  a  so- 
ment  of  the  state  WMU  increased*  called  Macedonian  call  or 
from  53,451  in  1981  to  59,666  in  1985,  cataclysmic  sign  to  go.  It  is  possible 
she  said.  Miss  Patterson  gave  a  brief  that  many  of  our  unemployed,  train- 
look  at  what  is  going  on  in  the  state  ed  young  people  are  stirring  and 
organization  today,  and  closed  on  an  sifting  when  they  should  be  stirring 
optimistic  note:  ‘The  future  is  as  and  packing. . . . 
bright  as  the  promise  of  G(xi.”  “As  a  denomination  we  need  to  help 

Missionaries  needed.  understand  the  excitement 

.  ^  ,  .  that  could  be  theirs  if  they  were  to  be 

Another  Tuesday  morning  speaker,  thrust  on  the  cutting  edge  of  the 
Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary.  Gospel” 

Mi^i^ippi  pptist  Convention  ^rd.  i„  missions, 

looked  at  the  subject  of  world  mis-  “Women  Working  in  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions.  He  stressed  the  need  for  more  sions”  was  the  topic  assigned  to  Mrs 
missionaries  worldwide,  as  compared  parkes  Marler  and  Mrs.  Rob  Sugg, 
to  the  oversupply  of  preachers  in  Martha  Ellen  Marler  is  a  former  mis- 
Mississippi.  “If  we  believe  the  Bible  sionary  to  Greece,  Guam,  and  Korea, 
we  must  believe  that  the  lost  masses  Now  retired,  she  has  not  stopped  be- 
are  tumbling  like  a  waterfall  into  a  ing  g  missionary,  thcxjgh,  and  related 
hell  prepared  for  Satan.  The  only  how  as  an  “interim  pastor’s  wife”  in 
thing  that  can  stop  that  catastrophe  Scott  County,  she  taught  a  January  Bi¬ 
ts  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ....  hie  Study  for  children  and  one  of  them 
There  are  2,000  churches  affiliated  made  a  profession  of  faith.  Nan  Sugg, 
with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  missionary  to  Thiwan,  said,  “I  don’t 
tion  and  we  currently  have  an  over-  think  God  called  us  to  be  silent 
supply  of  preachers  . .  .  Present  witnesses.” 
statistics  indicate  we  will  have  2.6  Holly  Benzenhafer 

clerg^en  for  every  Mi^issippi  Bap-  Holly  Benzenhafer  of  Prentiss, 
tist  church  by  2000  A.D.  Mississippi  member  of  the  National 

I  can  name  names  of  several  Acteens  Panel,  on  Monday  evening 
choice  young  people  who  were  told  in  an  enthusiastic  way  what  Ac- 
^rage  or  better  stiKtents  who  have  teens  means  to  her. 
been  unable  to  find  church  employ-  Prayer  breakfasts 

ment  fouling  semin^graduaUOT.  ’  Missionary  prayer  breakfasts  on 
Some  of  them  have  ^n  waitmg  for  morning  were  led  by  three 

missionaries:  Mrs.  Laverne  Ap- 
unemplpyedminisb^lliw  IS  getting  ,^hite,  Indonesia;  Mrs.  Joyce 
longer  ^ch  year^Currently  we  haw 

over  700  chureh  ca^r  studenfo  gusie  Hartfield,  Mexico, 
enrolled  in  our  three  colleges  and  SBC  Music 

semnaries  •  •  •  •  Leader  of  congregational  singing. 

Now  part  of  the  problem  may  be  3^  the  convention  w?s 

hat  some  of  the  t<^y  s  ywth  teve  Mrs.  Linda  Johnson,  interim  music 
fallen  in  low  with  the  world  aUd  its  director  of  First  Church.  Nettleton, 
comfort,  but  I  believe  most  of  them  3^^  the  pastor,  (and  sister  of 

are  vismrary  and  would  hke  to  be  Barbara  Phlegar,  missionary  to 
where  Cfod  wants  them  to  be  JvBt  to  Thailand).  Special  music  on  Monday 
be  used  of  God  is  their  gwl.  If  the  ntg^t  ^as  presented  by  Lori  Brower, 
matter  IS  to  be  correc^,  the  conw-  jackson.  and  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
bon  of  the  ^blem  is  the  r^ponsibili-  ^  Broadmoor  Church.  Jackson,  under 
ty  of  the  chi^hes.  We  need  to  take  a  direction  of  J.  M  Wood.  Choir  selec- 
resh  look  at  the  traditional  concepts  .jaa-  included  “(  'ome  Sine  a  Sone..  ” 


“Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic,”  “We 
Will  be  Your  Church,”  and  “Cor¬ 
nerstone.”  Mrs.  Margaret  Anne 
Fortenberry,  Ellisville,  was  conven¬ 
tion  pianist.  Mrs.  Dot  Pray,  keyboard 
specialist.  Church  Music  Department, 
MBCB,  and  organist  for  Colonial 
Heights  Church.  Jackson,  played  the 
organ. 

Others  on  program  were  Mrs.  Doris 
Murphy,  Clinton;  Mrs.  Jean  Benton, 
Brandon;  Mrs.  Bobbie  Bruce,  Bolton; 
Mrs.  Lorice  Creel,  Rankin  Association 
WMU  director.  Pearl ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Estes,  Jackson;  Mrs.  ’Cissa  Richard¬ 
son,  director,  Hinds-Madison  Associa¬ 
tion  WMU;  Mrs.  Juanita  Schilling, 
Mendenhall;  Betty  Smith,  Jackson; 
Waudine  Storey,  director,  Broadmoor 
WMU;  Mrs.  . Mignonne  Tadlock, 
Jackson;  Jim  Hurt,  associate  pastor, 
Broadmoor,  Jackson;  Mrs.  Sue  Mit¬ 
chell,  Louisville. 

Sue  'Ihtum,  Yazoo  City,  introduced 
parents  of  missionaries. 

Next  year%  WMU  annual  meeting 
will  be  held  at  First  Church,  Gulfport. 


Oakland  Church,  Yalobusha  County,  recently  held  ground  breaking 


TBioousna  v,ouniy,  recently  neid  ground  breaking  ceremonies 
to  add  1.216  square  feet  to  the  present  education  building.  Building  committee 
members  are,  left  to  right,  James_ Davis,  Thomas  Holland,  W.  H.  Crosno,  B.  C.  Sellers. 
Sr,  pastor  with  shovel.  Mrs.  June  Jayroe,  Troy  Odom,  and  Jimmy  Paris.  Not  present 
were  Mrs  Margaret  Ross,  Mrs.  Bernice  Hardy,  and  Joe  Stephens. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


Ray  White,  chairman  of  the  finance  committee.  Emmanuel  Church,  Biloxi,  loft, 
is  shown  receiving  a  check  for  $75(X)  from  Jerry  Estes,  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church 
and  stale  convention  board  member.  These  funds  are  to  assist  Emmanuel  in  recovery 
efforts  from  damages  caused  by  Hurricane  El^na. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Coun¬ 
try  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
or  more)!  New  air-conditioning,  in 
ground  pool.  $7.50  tickete,  lodging, 
and  meals  ALL  for  821  each!  Call 
501/253-8418  today! 


Lakeview  Church,  Leland  has  Calvary  Church,  Braxton,  has  set  a 
begun  broadcasting  its  Sunday  goal  of  130  for  Sunday  School  oq^ 
morning  worship  service  on  WDDT-  March  30.  Vance  Dyess  will  bring  the 
AM  900,  out  of  Greenville.  The  title  for  morning  message.  The  church 
the  broadcast  is  “The  Hour  of  Praise”  building  debt  will  be  paid  off  on  this 
The  broadcast  reaches  40  counties  in  day,  states  H.  J.  Bennett,  pastor. 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana. 

Paul  Blanchard  is  pastor.  Mountain  Creek  diurch,  Rankin 

.Association,  held  a  Valentine  banquet 
The  Deacons'  Quartet  of  Jackson  for  youth,  Feb.  14.  Cliff  Nelson  was 
will  present  a  conert  at  Burch  Hill  guest  speaker.  Eddie  Pilgrim,  pastor. 
Church  in  Jackson  on  March  30  at  6  says  special  thanks  to  Sue  Dear, 
p.m.  Maudie  Walker,  and  (^hristv  Sims. 


FOR  SALE:  TEN  14  FOOT  PEWS, 
oak  veneer,  colonial  ends,  book 
racks,  reversible  padded  seats, 
good  condition.  $50.00  each  or  best 
offer.  Podium  and  Remembrance 
’nible  to  match  for  $150.00.  Call 
(601)  956-9361  or  957-1429. 


—  Nathan  Porter,  domestic  hunger  consul¬ 
tant,  Home  Mission  Board,  talks  about 
meeting  hunger  needs  in  America 


Three  on  platform  listen  attentively.  Martha  Ellen  (Mrs.  Parkes)  Marler,  Forest,  left, 
missionary  to  Greece,  now  retired  was  a  guest  speaker  Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  WMU 
annual  meeting.  Mrs.  Linda  Johnson,  center,  interim  music  director  at  First  Church. 
Nettleton,  (where  her  husband,  George,  is  pastor)  led  the  music,  ^arjean  Patterson. 
Clinton,  right,  executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU.  gave  an  address  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing  on  "The  State  of  Our  Union.” 


Nan  and  Rob  Sugg,  missionanes  to 
Taiwan,  attend  the  Tuesday  luncheon. 
She  was  a  guest  speaker  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon.  (Photo  by  Fannie  Belle  Neal) 


Stuart  Calvert,  left,  and  Earl  and  Marjorie  Kelly,  center,  were  guests  at  the  luftch- 
eon  for  parents  of  missionanes.  Mrs.  Calvert  was  elected  state  WMU  recording 
secretary.  Kelly  was  a  featured  speaker  at  Tuesday  ntoming  sesston.  (Photo  by  Fannie 
Belle  Neal) 


Mrs.  Susie  Hartfield,  missionary  to  Mex¬ 
ico.  leads  prayer  breakfast  session 


Cornerstorte."  under 


Three  mothers  of  missionaries  who  attended  a  luncheon  in  their  honor  are  Mrs 
Mildred  Jenkins,  Sallis.  mother  of  Guinevere  Vbung.  Bangladesh:  Mrs.  Pansy  Rankin, 
rrwther  of  Jerry  Rankin,  Thailand;  artd  Mrs.  L.  L.  Simmons,  Brookhaven,  mother  of 
Bobbye  Rankirt;  Thailand. 


Rich  Malone  has  accepted  the  call .  -  Poolville.  Tex.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
to  Parkway  Church,  Jackson,  as  Mississippi  College  and  is  completing 
minister  of  youth  education  from  the  Ph.D.  degree  from  Southwestern 

S.  Calvary  Church.  Seminary.  Jaggar  is  married  to  the 

l\ipelo.  Before  go-  former  Jacqueline  Rene  Jones  and 
ing  to  Calvary,  they  have  three  children. 

■H  Tupelo,  he  was 

^  minister  of  youth  Bobby  Kendrick  has  been  called  as 
W  in  Amory.  pastor  of  Hepzibah  Church,  Clarke 

■  Malone  is  the  (bounty-  He  was  ordained  at  Shubuta 
rW^son  of  Mrs.  Betty  Church.  (Ferrell  Morris,  pastor)  on 
^■Malone,  WMU  March  23. 


Loren*  Goodeon,  Calhoun  City,  and  Becky  Holbrook,  Jackson,  remain  with  others 
to  talk  a  while  after  the  Monday  night  session. 


laptiat  If rorli 


Uniform:  A  hope  focused  on  Jesus 
Life  and  Work:  Hope  from  the  resurrection 
Bible  Book:  The  Lord  is  risen! 


The  Lord  is  risen! 


By  Billy  McKay 
Matthew  27:62-28:20 
Introduction,  in  John  Masefield's 
drama  ‘The  TYial  of  Jesus”  there  is 
a  scene  in  which  the  soldier  in  charge 
of  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  comes 
Pilate’s  quarters  to  give  his  daily 
report.  After  he  gives  the  report  the 
wife  of  Pilate  beckons  him  over  and 
asks  him  a  number  of  questions  about 
how  the  prisoner  died.  She  then  asks 
him  if  he  thought  Jesus  were  dead. 
The  soldier  replied,  “No,  madame,  I 
don’t.”  “Then  where  is  he”  she  said. 
The  soldier  replied,  “Let  loose  in  the 
world  where  no  man  can  stop  his 
truth.”  Since  the  resurrection  <rf  Jesus 
Christ  took  place  there  has  always 
been  a  division  of  mankind.  Some 
deny  a  risen  Christ  and  others 
discover  a  risen  Christ. 

In  this  passage  we  recognize  the 


following  three  things:  I.  The  denial 
of  the  risen  Christ  (27:62-66;  28:11-15). 

A.  Some  deny  a  risen  Lord  by  ignor¬ 
ing  the  facts  (M:ll-15).  The  soldiers 
represent  those  who  know  the  facts  of 
the  Christian  faith  and  never  embrace 
the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
Saviour. 

B.  Some  deny  a  risen  Christ  by 
covering  the  facts  (27:62-66;  28:11-15). 
Matthew  cites  the  chief  priests  in  this 
passage.  The  greatest  enemies  of 
Jesus  were  the  very  people  who 
should  have  been  his  friends-the 
religious  leaders  of  the  day.  The 
leaders  drew  up  all  kinds  of  charges 
against  Jesus.  ’They  said  he  was 
dangerous  and  that  his  teachings  were 
not  true  and  that  he  was  leading  peo¬ 
ple  astray.  The  real  reason  they  op¬ 
posed  Jesus  was  not  religious  at  all. 
They  were  just  jealous.  Envy  did  its 


Hope  focused  on  Jesus 


By  Gus  .Merritt 
John  11:25-26; 

I  John  4:13-17;  3:1-5,  11-13 
Martha  was  grief  stricken  over  the 
death  of  her  brother,  Lazarus.  Jesus 
had  returned  with  his  disciples  to  be 
with  the  family  he  loved  so  dearly  in 
the  (ime  of  their  grief.  Jesus  had  pur¬ 
posely  delayed  his  return  until  the  ail¬ 
ing  Lazarus  had  died  in  order  that  he 
might  perform  another  sign-miracle. 
Jesus'  answer  to  Martha  concerning 
her  doubt  about  Lazarus'  immediate 
resurrection  is  recorded  in  John 
11.25-25. 

Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life  ’  (John  11:25).  The 
definite  article  is  used  before  resur¬ 
rection  and  life  to  show  that  Jesus  is 
the  only  resurrection  and  the  only  life. 
One  of  the  great  discoveries  is  that 
Jesus  never  attended  a  funeral.  He 
always  attended  a  resurrection! 


Belief  in  Jesus  gives  to  the  believer 
eternal  life  which  physical  death  can¬ 
not  negate.  Easter  Sunday  celebrates 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Tb  verify  his 
power  over  death,  Jesus  came  forth 
out  of  the  grave.  We  worship  on  Sun¬ 
day  as  the  “Lord’s  Day”  (Rev.  1:10) 
thereby  celebrating  his  resurrection 
eviryBoifdsty. 

The  assurance  of  etmial  life  ( I  John 
4:13-17)  is  to  be  understood  through 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Apos¬ 
tle  Paul  tells  us  in  II  (Tor.  5:5  that  God, 
has  given  us  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a 
“down  payment”  to  insure  eternal  life 
The  word  “earnest”  means  “down 
payment.”  Through  the  gift  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit,  there  is  a  dual  abiding.  We 
are  in  Christ  and  he  is  in  us  ( I  John 
4:13).  To  accept  (Thrist  is  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Christ  and  have  eternal  life. 

The  purpose  of  the  Father  in  send¬ 
ing  the  Son  was  salvation  for  all  who 


Hope  from  resurrection 


By  Peter  .McLeod 
.Matthew  28:1-20 

While  serving  as  associate  pastor  at 
the  Second  Ponce  de  Leon  Baptist 
(Thurch.  Atlanta,  Ga..  I  was  given 
responsibility  for  coordinating  the 
plans  and  preparations  of  the  spring 
revival.  Kenneth  Chafin  was  the 
evangelist  and  Claude  Rhea  the 
soloist. 

P'or  weeks  I  was  immersed  in  every 
detail  of  the  preparations  and  waited 
with  tiptoe  anticipation  for  opening 
services.  On  Sunday  the  sanctuary 
was  packed  both  in  the  morning  and 
evening  worship  services  and  the 
response  of  the  people  was  positive 
and  enthusiastic.  This  continued 
throughout  the  week  and  I  was  elated, 
but  exhausted.  By  Thursday  night,  I 
was  so  physically  and  emotionally 
drained  that  I  sought  refuge  in  the 
balcony,  hoping  to  relax  and  overcome 
my  burnout.  Chafin's  message  was  on 
the  resurrection  and  feeling  I  knew 
most  of  what  he  could  say,  I  intended 


to  switch  my  mind  into  neutral  and  try 
to  physically  regroup. 

But  from  the  very  beginning,  what 
he  said  grabbed  my  attention  and  I 
listened  with  a  growing  sense  of  ex¬ 
citement.  By  the  time  he  finished,  I 
was  totally  transformed  —  physical¬ 
ly,  emotionally,  mentally,  and 
spiritually.  I  had  literally  been  “resur- 
iwted’”  tty  the  resurrection  message. 
I  realized  in  a  fresh  new  way  that 
what  we  celebrate  at  Easter  is  not  im¬ 
mortality  alone,  not  even  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  alone.  Rather,  it  is  a  whole 
philosophy  of  life  of  which  Christ’s 
resurrection  is  both  the  symbol  and 
the  promise.  It  is  not  merely  the 
assurance  of  survival  in  another 
world,  but  the  more  exciting  possiblity 
of  rising  out  of  our  dead  selves  into  a 
newness  of  life  in  this  world.  That  ex¬ 
perience  lastingly  changed  my 
understanding  and  preaching  of  the 
resurrection. 

As  you  read  the  New  Ibstament 
record,  you  find  that  the  resurrection 


destructive  work,  ana  uiey  were  will¬ 
ing  to  kill  because  of  it. 

II.  The  discovery  of  the  risen  Lord 
(28:1-10,  16-17). 

A.  As  was  the  case  of  the  women 
(28: 1-10).  When  th^  were  going  to  tell 
the  disciples  (28:7r8),  they  were  met 
by  the  risen  Christ.  They  immediate¬ 
ly  worshipped  him  (28:9b).  This  in¬ 
dicated  their  faith  in  him  and  their 
love  for  him. 

B.  As  was  the  case  of  the  eleven 
(28:16-17).  There  were  two  responses 
by  the  eleven.  1.  Some  worshipped 
him  (28:17a).  These  fully  embraced 
the  risen  Christ  with  faith  and  love.  2. 
Some  doubted  him  (28:17b).  Let  us  not 
be  too  critical  of  honest  doubt. 
Remember  that  honest  doubt  by  the 
explorers  confirmed  that  earth  was 
round  and  it  led  to  the  discovery  of 
America!  At  first  it  was  thought  that 
the  sun  rotated  around  the  earth,  but 
some  doubted  this.  We  now  know  that 
honest  doubt  led  to  the  truth.  The  text 
does  not  say  that  they  denied  the 
resurrection  but  that  they  doubted  it. 

would  receive  the  Son,  Jesus  (John 
1:12;  I  John4:14).  Notice  in  I  John 4: 14 
the  words  “to  be”  are  italicized.  This 
means  they  were  added  by  the 
translators  to  make  the  reading 
easier.  If  you  leave  them  out,  you  will 
see  the  meaning  clearer.  It  would  then 
read,  “And  we  have  seen  and  do  testify 
that  the  Father  sent  the  Son,  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.”  Jesus  is  the  only 
Saviour.  No  one  can  have  salvation 
apart  from  faith  in  him.  As  evidence 
of  faith  in  Jesus,  the  believer  con¬ 
fesses  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  (]k>d  ( v. 
15) .  The  word  ‘Confess”  means  “to  say 
the  same  thing  as  another”  and  is  a 
term  of  agreement.  When  you  confess 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  you  say  the 
same  thing  about  Jesus  that  (kxl  says 
about  his  Son.  The  term  “Son  of  God” 
denotes  Jesus  as  the  only  Son  of  God 
by  nature.  All  of  us  are*sinners  by 
nature  and  can  only  be  brought  into 
the  family  of  God  as  his  children 
through  repentance  (tiuming  from 
sin)  and  faith  in  Jesus  C!hrist.  We  are 

was  a  recurring  theme  of  apostolic 
preaching.  They  did  not  make  the 
mistake  that  many  today  make  of 
regarding  the  resurrection  as  a  mere 
epilogue  —  and  addendum  —  to  the 
scheme  of  salvation.  In  the  minds  and 
messages  of  those  early  believers,  the 
cross  and  the  tomb  were  inextricably 
wed  together.  They  proclaimed  it,  not 
simply  as  a  doctrine  to  be  believed,  an 
event  to  be  celebrated,  but  as  a  truth 
to  be  experienced. 

In  this  week’s  passage,  I  believe  two 
statements  catch  the  essence  of  the 
resurrection  event  and  its  implica¬ 
tions; 

(1)  “Come  and  see  .  .  .”  (v.  6) 

Every  now  and  then  someone  states 
that  the  resurrection  story  is  either  a 
myth  or  the  figment  of  an  over-active 
religious  imagination.  If  we  are  in¬ 
tellectually  and  historically  honest, 
however,  we  are  forcedto  admit  that 
something  happened  to  Joseph’s 
garden  which  turned  a  handful  of 
defeated,  disillusioned  disciples  into 
the  nucleus  of  a  movement  that  turn¬ 
ed  the  world  upside  down.  ‘ 

Hal  Luccock  tells  of  a  man  looking 
at  the  stupendous  spectacle  of  the 
Grand  C!anyon  for  the  first  time.  After 


Illustration ;  Thomas  was  an  honest 
doubter  and  his  honest  doubt  was  soon 
vanished  when  Jesus  appeared  to  the 
disciples  with  Thomas  present  (cf. 
John  20:24-29). 

III.  The  demand  from  the  risen 
Christ  (28:16-20).  This  demand  from 
the  living  Christ  includes  the 
following: 

A.  The  believer’s  authority  (28:18). 
Matthew  presents  Jesus  as  King. 
Throughout  the  book  we  see  Jesus  as 

.  having  authority  over  temptation, 
Satan,  demons,  the  natural  world, 
disease  and  finally  over  man’s 
greatest  two  problems-sin  and  death. 
We  are  citizens  of  his  kingdom’  (cf. 
Phil.  3:20)  and  are  his  ambassadors 
(cf.  2  Cor.  5:20).  We  have  his  spirit  (cf. 
John  14:16-18;  Acts  1:8). 

B.  The  believer’s  activity 
(28;19-20a).  This  activity  involves  two 
things:  1.  Make  disciples  (28;19a). 
The  only  command  in  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission  is  the  verb  “to  teach”  which 
means  “to  disciple.”  The  word  “go”  is 
not  a  command  but  it  is  a  present  par- 

then  regenerated  (made  new)  and 
adopted  into  the  family  of  (jod  ( II  Cot. 
5:17;  Gal.  4:5-6).  As  a  result  of  the  new 
birth,  we  love  God  who  is  love  and  love 
one  another.  This  love  also  gives  us 
confidence  in  the  day  of  judgement. 
There  is  nothing  to  fear  (4:16-18). 

In  I  John  5:1-5,  we  have  some  very 
reassuring  facts  to  help  us  in  facing 
life’s  problems.  I  John  5:1  is  a  prov¬ 
ing  glUUHirfiTi’  ItK  believer.  Tb  confess 
Jesus  is  the  Christ  is  not  simply  the 
acceptance  of  a  doctrine  but  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  person  of  Christ  This 
verse  refutes  one  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Gnostics  of  John’s  day.  They  could 
not  accept  the  deity  of  Christ.  CTirist 
is  the  fountain  head  of  truth.  If  a  per¬ 
son  is  wrong  about  Christ,  he  is  wrong 
in  all  that  follows  in  his  thinking.  This 
is  where  the  cults  fail.  They  have  a 
wrong  concept  of  Jesus  as  the  CTirist. 

lb  love  God  is  to  love  all  who  have 
been  begotten  of  him.  All  believers  are 
brothers  and  sisters  in  (Christ.  If  you 

a  gasp  of  awe,  he  whispered, 
“Something  must  have  happened  " 
here!”  That  cut,  217  miles  long,  four 
to  18  miles  wide  and  more  than  a  mile 
deep,  is  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  it  took  more  than  a  Scotsman 
losing  a  nickel  in  a  gopher  hole  to 
create  a  wonder  of  nature.  Mighty  ef¬ 
fects  call  for  mighty  causes. 

Something  happened  in  that  garden 
and  its  immediate  effect  was  that  it 
put  steel  in  the  spines  and  fire  in  dte 
spirits  of  those  early  believers.  What 
happened  then  continues  to  happen  to¬ 
day  when  believers  “come  and  see,” 
through  eyes  of  faith,  the  life-changing 
truth  of  the  resurrection. 

(2)  and  tell  .  .  (v.  7)  • 

On  May  6,  1937,  a  young  reporter 
had  the  assignment  of  covering  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Hindenberg  at  Lakehurst, 
New  'Jersey.  He  watched  as  the  huge'' 
dirigible  came  in  for  landing  when, 
without  warning,  it  burst  into  a  flam¬ 
ing  inferno.  As  he  ran  looking  for  e 
place  to  call  in  his  report  of  th< 
tragedy,  he  wondered  who  he  couk 
quote,  liien  he  realized  he  had  beer, 
an  eyewitness. 

Those  who  have  experienced  the 
resurrection  life  of  Christ  need  no 


ticiple  meaning,  “as  you  are  going.” 
’The  principle  is  as  follows ;  No  mat¬ 
ter  where  you  are,  make  disciples  (cf. 
Acts  11:19-21).  Baptize  disciples 
(28:19b)'.  The  term  ‘In  the  name  of” 
is  a  commercial  term  in*  which  pro¬ 
perty  is  transferred  or  paid  “into  the 
name  of”  someone.  When  a  person  is 
baptized  he  is  in  essence  saying,  “I 
am  the  property  of  the  thrice  holy 
God”  (cf.  1  Cor.  6:19-20). 

C.  The  believer’s  access  (28:20b). 
He  is  with  us  always.  We  are  to  live  in 
the  conscious  presence  of  Jesus  (cf. 
Acts  4:13).  In  Acts  18  we  have  an  il¬ 
lustration  of  Paul  at  Corinth  who  won 
men,  taught  them,  and  was  encourag¬ 
ed  by  the  presence  of  the  Lord  (cf. 
Acts  18:1,  8,  9-11). 

Conclusion.  All  who  “come  and  see” 
that  the  Lord  has  risen  are  to  “go  and 
.  tell”  (28:6-7).  A  Roman  proverb  which 
illustrates  the  truth  of  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  is  as  follows :  “Great  is  the  truth 
and  it  will  prevail.” 

Billy  McKay  is  pastor^  First, 
Beizoni. 

love  God,  you  will  love  your  brothers 
and  sisters  also.  You  cannot  get  out  of 
fellowship  with  God  first.  You  cannot 
get  back  into  fellowship  with  a  brother 
or  sister  in  Christ  without  getting 
back  into  fellowship  with  (lod  (vs.  2-3). 
There  is  real  victory  in  Christ.  The 
one  born  of  God  has  overcome  the 
world  (v.  4).  The  “world”  in  this  verse 
is  the  world  system  or  the  world  of 
unbelief  and  rebellion. 

Eternal  life  is  found  in  the  Son  of 
God  only  (I  John  5:11-13).  There  is 
nothing  to  be  added  to  Jesus  for  eter¬ 
nal  life  Baptism  nor  church  member¬ 
ship  is  necessary  for  eternal  life.  They 
are  a  part  of  the  believer’s  obedience 
to  serve  Chris#  We  have  a  “know  so” 
salvation  (v.  13).  The  word  “Know”  in 
this  verse  is  not  progressive  experien¬ 
tial  knowledge  but  a  settled  and  com¬ 
plete  knowledge  of  salvation. 

Gus  Merritt,  is  pastor,  Clarke- 
Venable,  Decatur. 

prompting  about  sharing  its  reality. 
‘They  willingly,  joyfully  “go  and  make 
disciples.”  (v.  19) 

McLeod  is  pastor.  First, 
Hattiesburg^ _ 
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